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Md to make an Extract, and lump the moſt 
warin aud virulent Expreffions together, as he 
bas done in his firſt Page; becauſe it tends to 
furniſh the Reader with a more d;/agreeable 
Idea of the Writer, than he might otherwiſe 
have conceived from reading the Expreſſion 
where Ie eg connected with their Subject, 
which bette - Muitr ates their Reaſon and Fit- 
nets, | 

Some Perſons have atready-fſet me down for a 
profe 10 Pe ron, a Deiſt, and a Blaſphemer : Vet 
J ſtrongly ſaſpect, that future Generations, 
when I am repoſed in Duſt, will be as much 
amazed that Mes 1, Of the molt finiſhed Learn- 
ing and Abilities. ever could ge into ſuch 
ſtrange Syſtem of Doctrines, as Tam ow won- 


dered at, and oppoſed „10 e 
No s St atagem of Anlichriſt, or Miſtake of 


the Mind, has, perhaps, been more 11 to 


Fs E i I a. 1 8 18 
ne 1 AUC 01 Trutl and VI ir LUC, than dre \\ Ing, 


Men of the veſt 5 80 11S and rie Udet Abilities 
to efpouic and vindicate bad Pri: nciples : : Their 
Writings give their Þ cincipes great Advantage: 
and their Exa "nPics have the ſame undeſireable 
Tendency. 

The Reverend Mr. Pic. lering, whom I have 
ſometimes been ready to compare to fe Se- 
raph Abdiel in Milton, may, notwithſtanding. 
be of great Service, to lick ſome few of thoſe 
Zealots, who have been {tceped in Gall and Vi- 
ne gar from their Cradles, into better Shape 
and Temper; and teach them, after his am:avie 
and fer/uaſrve Manner, to look, for the future, 
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on Men of contrary Toe with a 1 tle 
more Humanity and Tenderneis, and much /r/s 
Abhorrence, than mey would 0 On a 3 
incarnate. 

I am 1o os from being a Dei/t, much lt 

Blaſphemer, that I f. ecly ori the Diſpute in 
Rand 0 be” determined by Bible Author: ty 
RIGHTLY. UNDERSTOOD. 1 have, indeed 
charged the Faith Men with being ſupertli- 
tious: Not that T exclude a rational Faith 
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Authority of Ser . UTE N 0, 4 beg, Leave, 
before J enter on wang \CLOUNNENT, to lay down 
ome general Rules, or Ober Vat195s, to 
| ariftians againſt 4 - Mid interpret ation 01 Serip- 
Uke. It 18 4 mioſt Certain and 190 1putable 
| 7 8 Tha every thing which God reveals 
muſt be true: Yet ye 0: ght conitantly to be 
2 our G rd: that we do not lo duden 
*CVElation, as to ſubvert and dojtroy the 
tion whereon our Faith in Divine Revela- 
on 28 hilt, viz. the Truth and Authority of 
Revaler; for this Obedience to Revela- 


J J. * 1 1 F 1 7 
en ſtand IS On Our previous Kon and 


as of the Divine Being, fron whoſe adore- 

8 12 + | 3 1 

— ertections We 7 fe FAILED the great eit 
6 "hs 5 f * 

—5 h the 7. 20100 ad Autliority Or all 4115 
2 86 0 5 

B 2 kevela- 


n Rare 


mp — ae mr, 
= 


—— Pr S—_ — — 


(4) 


Revelations, Our Knowledge, therefore, 


what 15 Juſtice, Truth and Goodneſs in Dei: 
7s not only prior to this Concluſion, we dra 
but the very Sour: 
and Foundat:m of the Inference, which 7s 7; 
in itſelf clear and indubitable, beyond t! 
Clearneſs of our Knowledge of God's Attr 


concert ning Re; clation, 


butes ana Perfections. 


This, then, being the Source and Cauſe 


our o judging, in reſpect to Divine 2 
tion, it mult abtolutely and indiſputably 
low, that 


in Obcdience to _ Le tler, or ſeemmg Let 
of the B:ble lt ” for 


which our Allverlarich ſometimes take, 


their na rene of Scripture, . an .Ob/cur;, 
if not an abſolute Subverſion, of our prior Kno 
ledge of the Almighty, from which all ratio; 
A jen f to his Revelations Can ont ariſe, WI 
a 4 immediately fate place: And he that wi! 
not be governed by thrs Rule, pulls down wr! 


one Hand, what he eſtabliſhes with he ci. 


ſets God and his Revelations in zunhious Contra! 
and makes 4 mere Bauble 211d Play 71 712 T Ot . 


Bible. 


The Certainty, therefore, of the Senſe 


Meaning of any _— Revelation, can 72: 


bang in even Poiſe, or be allowed to ballar: 


againſt, much leſs - contradict our jr /f 


primary Ideas of Divine Rectitude. As 


Div! ine R evelations derive their true Worth 


Certain! 


n Dactrines, palpably claſhing Wi 510 
theſe prior Ideas and Ku OV. edge e, can þ9 2 | 
Of "Doe une Fixtrat? » Or ought ev er to be adinitte:! 


ſhould we admit the FW 
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{ Certainty from hence, this is an nfall:ble Stan- 
dard to try the Truth of a pretended Revela- 
tion by; at leaſt / far, as to reject every ching 
4 which we clearly diſcern to be oppoſite an a 
© contradictory to this perfect and invariable 
Rule. No Text, therefore, of the Bible, is 
to be believed, in a Senſe ſubverſive of this 
Rule: And What pity is it, that Men of 885 


ing and Underſtanding ſhould em ploy bott:, 


invent Sopbiſjns, and find out Subter f11ges to 10 5 
ort a favourite Scheme, tho' they are all the 
While diſhonouring the Divine Being, and 
© bringing ſome aweful and venerable Truths in- 
to Contempt and Diſeſteem of ſome unthink- 
ing Perſons; when a fenth Part of the Pains 
| which they beſtow, to warp the plain Texts of 
the Bible (which are againſt them) into a rigid 
and blaſphemous Meaning, would be able to 
7 ſettle thoſe fero and obſcure ones (on which they 
depend) in a Senſe that God's Glory, and our 
own proper Happineſs and Security, manifeſtly 


MY | call for, and loudly demand! And without 


the foregoing Rule of Interpretation be ad- 


3 7 mitted, all Religion! is a mere Dream, and the 


Bible only a Noſe of Wax, ſuited to every //!y 


Yor ampious Impreſſion. And tho' the Current 
Yof Scripture be, as I think, againſt my Oppo- 
A nents, yet it will be as much in vain to purſue 
7 ſorne Perſons, who hold the Doctrines of Faith 


. 


and Election, 1 Scripture to Scripture, as to 


3 hunt Serpents and wild Beaſts in a Wilderneſs : 
3 
You no ſooner drive them out of one Hole, 


but they ſhoot inſtantly into another; and the 
Bz Toil 
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(#1 
Toil is endleſs and fruitleſs. Let me, there- 
fore, earneſtly intreat, and beſecchall Perſons to 
have due Regard to this Rule of Interpretation, 
It is obſerved by Mr. Wilſon, (Remarks, 
P. 2.) That, in reſpect to Mr. Foſter, the Fact 


Hands thus Mr. Foſter, in his ſerious Dit- 


* Courſes with a Neblewan under Sentence of 
Death, is wholly ſilent as to Jeſus the great 
Reazemer, Gc.” Page 3. This gave great, 
*& and. perliaps, very Guſt Offence to a all the 
5 Friends of the Mediator.” And avain, 

. That you admit the Charge, and allow Mr. 

Fojter is not miſrepreſented.” a 

In re ipect to Mr, Taſter, tho' J efleem him 
deſerving of the higheſt Encomiums, and his 
Account of the late Earl of Kilmarnock not 
only eaſily deſenſible, but in itſelf accurate and 
admirable ; yet, the judicious Reader will foon 
perceive that ſoething more than merely a De- 
tence of Mr, Foſter, was from the firſt intend- 

ed, in writing the V indication: And further 


cc 


ce 


CC 


Reaſons will, I hope, hereafter appear to fa- 


vour the Undertaking. But, in Juſtification 


of Mr. Foſter, it is probable that he and the 


late Ear] were well acquainted: That Mr. 
Foſter's Sentiments on the Doctrine of an A- 
tonement, were well known, and approved by 
that Nobleman; for it does not appear by Mr. 


Foſter's Account, that the Earl ſeemed at all to 


give into Mr, Milſen's Sentiments of this Mat- 


ter, or ſo much as mentioned the Doctrine 


during his Confinement, under Sentence of 
Death: And, therefore, as that Lord knew 
Mr. 
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Mr. Fuſter's Sentiments, and concurred with 


him in them, there could be little Occaſion for 
Mr. Fofter, in his Proceſs with the Earl, to 
trouble him with an exact Account of the Per- 
ſon, Miſſion, and Importance of Chriſt: Be- 
ſides, he might, after St. Paul's noble and 
laudable Example, tenderly avoid giving Of- 
tence to weak Brethren, who would have been 
much more diſguſted at an hn Denial of their 
Doctrine, than an zutire Silence about it. But 
how does it appear, that Mr. Foſter is ach 
filent as to Jeſus the great Redeemer, when, in 
the ſtrongeſt Terms, Phe inculcates on his Lord- 
ſhip's Mind, that Sin is n Aﬀront to God's ſu- 
preme Authority, a Contempt of all his Promiſes 
of Mercy. * Does not this include a table 
Reverence to the great and gracious Law, or 
Rule of the Goſpel, brought down from Hea- 
ven; and to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great 
Diſpenſer of this Law ? Does not Mr. fer, 
when about to adminiſter the Sacrament, tell 


the Earl, that the Death of Chriſt was a 


ſolemn Ratific ation of God's Covenant of Mercy to 


unfeigned humble Penitents ? . This, ſurely, 
is far from overlooking the Reazemer, or treat- 
ing his Blood with Contempt or Ingratitude. 
80 that, I think, Mr. Foſter has been much 
miſrepreſented ; tho' to ſay he did not refer his 
Lordſhip to an abſolute Dependance on the mere 
Merits of Chrift, is no Miſrepreſentation of 
Mr. Fofter : But ſome Chriſtians conſidering 
his Behaviour towards that Nobleman as Pa- 
* Mr, Hfſier's Account, page 13. ＋ Page-16. 
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ganiſb, Heatheniſh, and Antichriſtian, was, | 


think, a Miſrepreſentation both of Mr. Foſter 


and of the Doctrine of Chriſtianity. herein, 
then, do I allow the Charge? Is there no 
Medium between being wholly filent as to Jeſus 
the great Redeemer, and referring a Sinner to 
an abſolute and unplicit Reliance on his Blood 
and Atonement ? Certainly the Medium is 
obvious and apparent to all, who are diſpoſed to 
look with acandid Eye on the Conduct of Mr, 
Hofter. 

Remarks, P. 4. Mr. Wilſon obſerves, © What 
«© Mr. Fofter may have felt from the Children 
of ſuperſtitious Faith, I know not; and the 
cc 
* as no Inſtance is produced.“ 

Mr. Fo/ter has been treated, from the Pul- 
pit, as a mere Moraliſt, if not a Pagan or Hea- 
then : And in private Converſation he has, in 
my Hearing, been inveighed againſt, for what 
ſome deem Looſeneſs of Principle, with an In- 
dignation and Bz7terneſs of Spirit, neither recon- 
cileable with a Chriſtian Meekneſs and Tem- 
per, or fit to be inveſted with a temporal Au- 
thority, over the Per ſen and Subſtance of a Man 
they ſo ſincerely hate, only becauſe he cannot, 
in good Conſcience, ſubſcribe to what both he 
and my/elf eſteem to be the Doctrines of ſaper- 
ftittous Faith. 

We come, in the next Place, Page 6. to 
the main Argument. The Neceflity- and 
% Importance of Repentance is (ſays Mr. Wil- 


© ſon) readily granted; but the Queſtion is, 


© whether 


Suggeſtion might as well have been ſpared, 


& , FF,  eak HW os — — _|_ aol» 


EW 

ee whether theſe are our juſtifying Righteoufe 
c neſs, in the Sight of God. —Not Mr. Pic- 
e fering only, but the God of Truth, has 
ce told us, By the Deeds of the Law no Fleſh 
 <& ſhall be juſtified in his Sight; and that we are 

« (aved not by Works of Righteouſneſs, but ac- 
* cording to his Mercy.“ 

I had alledged, Vindication, Page 6. That 
God who made, governs, and poſſeſſes all, muſt 
ſurely have a Right, a ſovereign Right, to for- 
give our Tranſgreſſims, on the Terms of Repent- 
ance and Amendment only. Mr. Wilſn anſwers, 
« Here, again, you are beſide the Queſtion; 
« the Enquiry is not about Right, but Faf ; 
« and, I hope, you will let the great God 
« ſpeak for himſelf: He tells us, that he made 
his Son to be Sin for us, who knew no Sin, 
that we might become the Righteouſncſs of 
God in him {with more of the like Sort] : 
« Nor is there the leaſt Hint of Repentance 
« and Amendment to be joined with this Sa- 
crifice, for our Juſtification, or as giving 
Merit and Efficacy to the Atonement,” 
Theſe latter Expreſſions rather ſhew a Zeal 
to ſupport, at all Events, a favourite Cauſe, 
than the leaſt Shadow of an Argument. Are 
not Repentance and Amendment frequent! 
urged and inſiſted on, When Chriſt's Death is 
not ſo much as mentioned? And is his Death 
therefore excluded, as bearing no Part in Man's 
Salvation? Again, if the Diſpute is not about 
Right, but Fact, another main Point is given 


up, 


* 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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7þ. I thought this Right of Deity, to forgive 
the Sinner, on the Terms of Repentance and 
Amendment only, had always been denied, as 
not conſiſtent with Juſtice ; and that the Suf- 
fering of Chriſt was an Expedient deviſed to 


| ſatisfy Divine Juſtice: And wherein, on any 
Principle but a Demand of Juſtice, could what 


Mr. Wilſon calls Fact, have been preferred to 
the Exerciſe of the Sovereign Pleaſure, in the 
Pardon of our Sins on the Terms of Repent- 


ance and Amendment only? This, then, is 


giving up one grand Article of their Faith. 
And, in reſpect to the Texts quoted, tho' all 


of them atcribe ſomething to the Merits of 


Chriſt's Death, yet none of them aſcribe there- 
to the whole of Man's Salvation, in Excluſion 
of Repentance and Amendment, as being, in 
no Part, the Cauſes of procuring our Happi- 


neſs. And as to thoſe Expreſſions, By he 


Deeds of the Law ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified, it is 
certain, that ſo far as that Law went, and 
Obedience duly accompanied it, it was poſſible 
to attain to Juſtificatibn: If any thing further 


was required, the ſame Wiſdom and Goodneſs 


exerciſed in diſpenſing that Law, and requiring 
Obedience thereto, ſuited to the Knowledge 
and Capacity of the Subjects of that Law, muſt 
certainly make the ſame righteous Allowances, 
in regard to any ſuperior Requiſition, Is not 
this ſelf-evident ? 


But now to the Point of Repentance and 


Amendment, in Oppo} ition, tho' not in dire? 


Denial 
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Denial of all th by the Sufferings of 


Chriſt. —Mr. Pickering, who has largely enter- 


ed into the Doctrine of Repentance and Amend- 
ment, will pleaſe to obſerve, that their No- 
tions of an infinite Atonement, cannot ſtand 
but on the Doctrine of diſtin& Divine Perſons 
in the Trinity; one infinite Perſon to make a 
Demand, and then anther to ſatisfy this De- 
mand: For which Reaſon, I found it neceſſary 


to expoſe and confute the common Doctrine of 


a Trinity of Perſons, If I have done this, the 
other drops of Courſe; and Mr. Pickering's 
Sermon will amount to no more than an At- 
tempt to raiſe a Sperſtructure without a Foun- 
dation, which ſome Writers would call Build- 
ing Caſtles in the Air. 

I agree with him, That one Attribute or 
Perfection of Deity is not to be admitted, or 
underſtood, in a Senſe that is contradictory to 
another; and that we ſhould be cautious how 
we ſpeak concerning the Perſon and Office of 
the Redeemer of the Morld. There is, doubt- 
leſs, among the Divine Perfections, a perfect 
and unchangeable Harmony; and, in regard to 
Chriſt, he 1s the Saviour of the World, in 4 
Senſe that is confiſtent with the Honour and 
Majeſty of the Father Almighty : He, there- 
fore, who, out of a conſcientious Motive, 18 
afraid to exalt the Son, in Diminution of, and 
into the Place of the Father, may ſtand here- 
after, with great Safety and Security, before the 


Judgment-Seat of Chriſt; a Tribunal too 


righteous and equitable (ſuppoſing the worſt) 
1 


2 FO * 1 * 


1 
to puniſh Man for Miſtakes ariſing from ſuch 
pious and rational Motives. 

Surely, if there be ſach a Thing as Prero- 
gative and Soverergnty in Deity, and he is alſo 
a good Being, a repentant penitent Creature 
MUST, I think, be a fit and deſerving Object 
of the Diſplay of this Power and Privilege, 
without the Intervention of a Sacrifice: And 
the Coming and Suffering of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ought ch:efly to be regarded as a gra- 
cious Diſplay, and kind Declaration, that God 
was ready to receive Man to freſh Favour, on 
THOSE DESPISED TERMS: And as to the 
Merit of Chritt's Death, as freely offering him- 


felf to die for Man, the while Merit can never 


lie here, without robbing the Father of 615 
Glory, to give it to the Son. The Death of 
Chriſt can, aft moſt, only add to the Father's 
Kindneſs to Man. Let them ſhew, how this 
Reſtraint of the Divine Sovereignty, to make 
way for Divine Tuſtice, agrees with the ex- 
travagant Latitude they give to Sovereignty in 
another Caſe, vig. the Doclrines of uncondi- 
tional, eternal Election and Reprobation. 
Theſe Gentlemen, in ſupport of their va- 
rious Doctrines, deal very freely with their 
Creator, dimuniſbing and exaggerating his At- 
tributes according to the Purpoſe they have in 
View, or the Doctrine they are defending. 

If Sin be infinite, becauſe committed againſt 
an infinite God, why may not our Repent- 


ance and Penitence be deemed ſo too, as they 


conſiſt in humble Acknowledgments, and ſuit- 
able 


(333 

able Returns MADE TO this infinite Being. Ii 
't be his Nature Offen dead ATZAain iſt. which COT 
ſütutes the Infinity of the Sin, why r may not 
his Nature have the ſame Effect, iu reſpect to 
the Acknowledgments? made to biin? 

But let us hear how Mr. Pick bering and Mr. 
Wilſon a \nſwer the Aj gume nts 1 brought againit 
the juſtice and Eq julty of an abſolute Atone- 


ment by Chr it's "Death. ., that it was 
y | 
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Why, it ſeems God did not „asd this Satlsfac- 


2 J 
tion from . *briſt i hut (C17 7 7 /t 114g 0 Dru 
Offer of his Blood. Let us ſtop a little, in or- 
-J 8 3.7 R | © , — _ 1 aN v 
der tO III. vs irate £1118 Matter Þy A SUM, Sup- 
4 


of 


poſe 1] have a large Demand on a poor indigent 
Wretch, beyond his Ability 5 i; ar! fy, I never- 
theleſs, under © Pretence of ſtrict Juſtice, in 
Aft on my Debt, in the he Ry "of ſeveral Per- 
e among w hom there is Hut one, that h. 
Ability; ſatisfy it: I beforeband now ? DS; 


we 
| 7 * 5 A : 2 0 5 1 > as. . 3 Fo * 
4 110 that eee ju! DANILY Gl his 1emper vv 10 
, * * 25 4 8 * 4 7 Sls 4 4 — 
prompt Hun to offer it: Ih, UNO it he not an 


it} mediate 18 CCrtlan! LV AN INAIFECE thin 14. Made 


— 1.1 - * SS #.. * x Ws. - %  4* £> 4 1 — 
on that Perion. And how much more nobis 
and generous \ m_—_ it be. to remit entire, on 


proper Supplic atio ſuch 2 Debt as this, eipe- 


cially when the Pa aymen \t of it could be of 1 
real Service to the Creditor? 1 leave the Ap- 
Mlication to be made by Mr. Pickering and 
Mr. I :!{on. 

Mr. Pickering's next Argument Was, 
Mr. Milſen realons much in the ſame Str 
That ths' the Perfon of Cbriſt be mnccent 


— 


i — — = m—_— 
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would be unjuſt for him to ſuffer on that Account, 
yet be may juſily ſuffer in his repreſentative Capa- 
city; and that God, as a jult Being, muſt puniſh 
the Guilt, tho the Sinner eſe ape. 
It ſeems then, according to this Doctrine; 
the Matter 15 compounded. without puniſhing 


the Guilty, tho', according to the Notions of 


theſe Gentlemen, we ſhoaks imagine the CG wilty 
only could be puniſhed, Is not the Threatning 
and Deſtruction to the Sinner only? How 


then, if another ſuffer in his Stead, is the Di- 
ViINe V dc ty to be 11 iprorted 7 Bat let us en- 


quire, «whom does their Doctrine punith ? It 
Boule be only the Guilty, and yet 27 15 neither 
the Innocent nor tbe 5 ity, but a middle Phan- 
tam of the Imagination, called a Repreſentative. 
Muſcles of the Face, would really be too ſe- 
ere. Forgive me e wH en I fay, I cannot perceive 
the common Senſe, much leſs the Divinity of 
this Doctrine. Can it be Senſe to talk of 20s 
niſhing the Guilt? To puniſh yer the Guilt 


is indeed common Senſe; and that will lead us 


directly to the O4zect of Puniſhment, vig. the 


Guilty; and this Puniſhment God Ei a Sove- 


reign Right to mitigate as he plcaſes. It is 


plain, from 7h21r De@rine, that Chriſt is con- 


ſidered as gwur/?y im one Way, a and ſuffers i d, 


ther wherein he is innocent: "Tis his Repreſen- 

lati veſbip that is deemed guilty; but his Perſon, 
which is allowed to be innocent, ſuffers. And 
therefore, to conſider Chriſt under the Cha- 
racter. of a Repreſentative, will never recon cle 


the 


Fo impoſe here an EY TOR Reſtraint on the 


£4 3%4 
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the Affair to our common, tho' true Ideas of 
| Juſtice. | All ſuch little Inventions, and Di- 
ſtinctions, without Differences, tho' they may 
be, and are the common Refjources and Srubter= 
{205 of miſtaken, or deſigning Men, who un- 
| dertak & LO prop an nd ſup port a tc cble and totter- 
no een Truth ſtands not in nced of ſuch 
le deſpicable Arts. That Chriſt was inno- 
Ak and that this Doctrine makes him ſuffer 
guilty, is undeniably evident: Inſtead of 
1aking up the Breach, it makes it <wider; and. 
inſtead of removing our Charge ok Injuſtice, 
es it yet dec per in the Doctrine, And this, 
| bubtlek is one of Solomom's eros 0150 Things, 
which the greateſt Wit, Lo gig K. and 8 
phiſtry, and dec epe ſt Knowledge in Metaph 1 * 
fich 8. will never he able to (ct fire gt. 
ls there ai y thing in the Lives fo unrea- 
4 made or 10 inte as not to be accounted for 
ach a Liberty of Invention ? Surely by "hk 
thod any thing may be made to gn fy covery 
Ving. Let us try, in the Cafe of Trac ſub- 
i NUALLON : This is, doubtleſs, a een 
and a Lye to the Senſes but yet it is received 
Truth, on the Prine iple of Faith, above 
Lins the Advice a and Aſliſtance e f Rea aſon. 1 
| »ſhble with God, but impotiible with Men. 
But then obſerve, it is not, as Z7ue My/tery al- 
ways 2s, and muſt be, alete, but contrary to 
Realon, - So in the Caſe or an ablolute A- 
tonement, it is a r on the moral 
| Attributes of God, that the Innocent ſhould, 
4 his Appoint!: nent. ſuffer for tlie Guilty; yet 
| Palth 
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Faith can receive it. Again, let mealk, Ho 
could Mercy be ſhewn, if full Sat isſa ion Wa: 
made? Was not the Debt transferred, 
the Obligation too? Suppole a Creditor Win no 
releaſe his D-btor till full Satisfaction be OREN 
till be, or another for him, pay the Debt; a; 
that other Perſon is ſo kind as to do it: 1 
whom is the Dcbtor obliged, or by zoom 18 th 
Bounty extended? Sure I need not make ti Þ 
Application. Is it not evidently the ſame iu tie 
Caſe of Chriſt's ſuffering for Sin? Again, 
Juſtice in the Satisf action be fally tatisfied, 
why do they talk of Mercy, when there is nc 
thing left for Mercy to do? Is not their Go: 
of Ju! ſtice, a God without Mercy, as mM 
Dr. 7, aung's God of all Mercy is a God unf. 
Juftice dens fully ſatisfied, has removed 
extinguiſhed the Object of Mercy: On the 

Principle, herefore, the Divine Mercy is in- 

active, and muſt ever remain dormant 1 
| | one of Mr. P:chering's Servants had offend 

Dim, would he permit another that was inn, 
cent, to ſuffer in his Stead, and prefer this S 
tisfabtion, under the Notion of a Reprefont 
1 tive, to a fincere and penitent Ackno\ edge 
| ment and Amendment, from the Offender 7 3: 
would certainly be more noble, and Godlike, t 
forgive on the latter Conditions. Has not th 
Divine Being made it our Duty to forgive eac'! 
\ Other? | 5 
Mr. Pickering obſerved, That ,, by the Char: | 
. of preaching up the Merits of CUR1ST ABS 
} ES LUTEL\ 
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ſolve, the very beſt Foundations, Principles, and 
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LUTELY and IMPLICITLY, in the ſtead 


/ Repentance and Amendment, be meant to ex- 


clude abſolutely Repentance and Amendment, tis 
a vile Accuſation. To which I reply —The 
Charge was not intended in that Sex/e ; for I 
am ſenſible they preach up both: But, it is to 
be feared, their other efjential Doctrines will 
lead us / t explain what is meant by Repent- 
ance and Amendment, that they might as 
well forbear ever to preach them at all. 

The Goſpel, indeed, in many Piaces, and 
with the greateſt Earneſtneſs, inſiſts on Soth 
Repentance and Amendment, as the be/t ratio- 
nal and effectual Means to obtain that For- 
giveneſs and Mercy at the Divine Hand, 
which is held out to Mankind c/zefly on theſe 
Terms. There is nothing ſaid about the Blood 


- of Chrif}, on the one hand, which does not ul- 


timately reſolve itſelf into the Sovereign Mercy 


of God; nor any thing taught on the other, 


concerning any Man's Claim to this Mercy, 
without Repentance and Amendment. Their 
principal Doctrines cramp, if not intirely di- 


Baſis of all true Piety, vis. the Fear of God, 
as a Puniſher of Man's Aclicns hereafter. 
Theſe Men are ſure of an unconditional Sal- 
vation; to which it is, in their Notion, little 
better than Blaſphemy, to annex the Neceflity 
of good Works, as a Part of their juſtifying 
Righteouſneſs. 
An Enquiry into the Nature of Repentance 
and Amendment, may enable us to judge on 
Oe | — which 


o 


— — — _, 


618) 
which Side the Truth lies. Thoſe who con- 
tend for the Doctrines of Unconditional Election, 
Sc. and ground all on the wild Notions of an 
unlimited Sovereignty, place the Salvation of 
the Few who ſhall be ſaved, on a certain irre- 
vocable unconditional Decree : So that, if Faith 
and Repentance muſt be in theſe Perſons, it will 
follow, theſe Virtues muſt be, in themſelves, a 
Part of the Divine Decree, and certain as the 
Salvation 21%. Here, then, tho' Repentance 
and Amendment wear the Outſide of moral 
Duties, they are little, if at all, better than a 
mechanical Operation of the Spirit, in effecting 


the Salvation of the Elect: And, in this Re- 


ſpect, it muſt be allowed, thoſe who hold the 
Doctrine of Election, &c. are very conſiſtent 
with themſelves, in denying to Repentance and 
Amendment, any Part in the Honour of Man's 
Salvation; for no Chriſtian can, on /s Prin- 
ciple, be praiſe-worthy for his Virtue: It de- 
ſtroys Virtue, truly and properly fo called; and, 
inſtead of rendering Man, as he really is, a glo- 
rious and intelligent Agent, cloathed with Rea- 
ſon, and inveſted with Freedom, honoured and 
enlightned with Diæine Revelation, it renders 
him that abſurd, ridiculous Thing, called an 
Intelligent Machine, | 

On the other hand, if we conſider Faith 
and Repentance as moral Duties, the Affair 


will ſtand in another Light. Man will be re- 


ſtored to his Freedom, as well as his Duty : His 

Underſtanding, given him to be ſeriouſly and 
diligentiy exerciſed, in the Search after Truth, 

wil! 
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5 will appear of ſome Weight and Significancy. 


All the Exbortaticus and Intreaties with which 
the Goſpel abounds, being kindly and viſely 


| : ſuited to prevail on ſuch a free and intelligent 


Creature, will appear in their genuine Luſtre 
and Fitneſs : Whereas, if Man be not an Agent, 
in the true and proper Senſe of the Word, 
(without regard to thoſe filly and impertinent 
Diſtinctions made by ſome Writers, between 
moral and natural Powers, immediate and re- 
mote Cauſes of Sin) all Intreaties, Exhortations 
and Threatnings, are merely beating the Air; 
and Preaching itſelf can be 9 He than one of 
the Materials in the great Machine, 

God created Man wvpright and free; gave 
him a Law ſuited to the Nature of his Being 
and Powers; and threatned Death, in caſe of 
Tranſgreſſiun: Man being free, to Hand or fell, 
unadviſedly departed from his Allegiance. Here 
now theſe Gentlemen ſay, That Repent- 


«ance and Amendment can be no Reparation; 


e and yet Divine Juſtice mutt be ſatisfied. 
ce The Sentence of Death, or Puniſhment due 

* to Sin, will, in ſome ſort, be executed.” 
The Sin, I grant, once committed, cannot 
be undone again: Nothing done, and paſſed, is 
to be called back. And, in this Senſe, Puriſh- 
ment is no more a full Satisfaction for Sin, than 
Repentance and Amendment. Repentance and 
Amendment, I ſuppoſe to be u eb better than 
Impenitence and Perſiſting in Evil, or than 
even Standing ſtill between both: And, there- 
C 2 | hep fore, 


( 20) 
fore, Repentance and Amendment muſt, ſure. 
ly, have more Merit than theſe Men are will- 
ing to allow them. 

Mr. Wilſim has been pleaſed to give up the 
Argument © of God's having no Right, in Point 
ce of Sovereignty, to paſs by our Offences, on 
ce the Termsof Repentance and Amendment)” 
and to contend for Fact. But here, as they 
contend ſo much for the Honour of God's 
Law, and the Veceſjity of ſatisfying Vindictive 
Juſtice, let me ail, if that Right which they 
allow to reſide in God, to forgive Sin, c. can 
be any more than a mere empty Compliment 
paid to the Almighty; for, without Creation 
of intelligent Beings, ſuch a Right would have 
been holly out of the Caſe ; and when ſuch a 
Creature as Man is produced, as he nut owe 
a Duty to his Creator, the Neceflity of a Law 
is implied, in the very Nature of the Proceed- 
ing: So that this brings them inevitably to a 
virtual Denial of this Right in God; which, 
at other Times, to avoid a Pinch, they would 
ſeem to acknowledge. And pray (for it will 
bear Repetition) let them inform us, If Vin- 


dictive Juſtice mt be ſo punctually fatisfied, 5 
how they provide for the Divine Veracity, 


when the Threatning was poſitive; In the Day 
thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die: And 


yet, it ſeems, another, and innocent too, was 


made the Sufterer : So that, in this Doctrine, 
there is neither Truth, Juſtice, nor Mercy. 
Their Juſtice is Cruelty, that deſtroys Mercy, 


and 
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| 3 and Truth has no Buſineſs here, 
fore, I hope, another Account of the Affair 
may be better entertained. 
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And, there- 


That Puniſhment, of one kind or other, fol- 
lows from, or accompanies Tranſgreſſion, every 


_ Chriſtian will allow: And, as the bf Life 
and Happinels of the Soul, confiſts in the gra- 


cious Smiles of the Divine Being, beſtowed on 


Innocence and true Piety, fo Man, deviating 


from this Refitude of Mind and Behaviour, 
muſt naturally ſink into a State of Horror and 
Unhappineſs. And this miſerable State ef Mind, 
the Loſs of thoſe gracious Influences of the Di- 


vine Spirit, is, I doubt not, very often intend- 
cd by the Word Death, as it ſtands in the Bible, 
and ts a ſpiritual Relation to ſpiritual Affairs. 
Now, it is not only the Work of right Rea- 


ſon, but of Divine Grace alſo, in Cenjuncrion 
therewith, to diſturb the Scl, and awaken it 
into a due Senſe of its Crime, and Condition: 


And, as this State 22, may be called Death, 


ſo it is always accompanied with Puniſhment ; 


- ſometimes very intenſe and ſevere, Theſe A. 
roms of the Almighty fly ſwift, and lodge deep 
in the So: But if the Mind be duly ſenſible 

of its Fall, ſtands penitent, humble, and be- 
ſeeching before the Throne of Grace : and ve- 
©” rifies the Sincerity of its Repentance, by bring- 


ing forth ſuitable Fruits; dare any Man fay, 
that *tis a Breach of Divine Juſtice, to admit 


ſuch a Penitent to free Pardon and Forgiveneſs, 


on theſe Conditions only ? Has not God, in the 
moſt ſolemn Manner, delegated fuch a Power 
O3 to 
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to Man, and commanded him, under the fe- 
vereſt Penalties, to exerciſe this amiable Quali- 
ty, in all kind and beneficent Actions, towards 
his Fellow-Creatures? And is it not very 
ſtrange, he ſhould not be able to act in this 
manner himſelf, by his own Creatures? Cer- 
tainly this Bounty, and the Authority to diſpenſe 
it, muſt ever, unalterably, and eternally reſide 
in the ſupreme Source of all Power and Good- 
neſs. Surely, he can u more be diveſted of 
this Right, or even diveſt himſelf of it, than 
he can deny, or annibilate himſelf. And it is 
wonderful how ſo prepoſterous a Sentiment 
could ever get into the Head of an Idiot: Much 
more wonderful is it, how it came to obtain 
among Men of the moſt finiſhed Underſtand» 
ing. | 
1 Sin is an zmmoral Act, proceeding from 
an Abrſe of our intellectual Powers, ſ are Re- 
pentance and Amendment moral Duties, ariſing 
from a right Uſe, or Application of theſe 
Powers, And Man is as much an Agent in his 
Reſtoration, as in his Fall: At laſt, he is an 
Agent in both, The fir/# Thing to be done, 
after Sin, is a ſer:ous Exertion of our Faculties 
(aſſiſted by a ſuperior Principle) in the Confi- 2 
deration of its Heinouſneſs and Malignity : Ii?! 
which Proceſs, the Underſtanding is free, and 
proceeds upon rational Motives; and the Ef- 
fect of this Duty, well exerciſed, is generally 
anſwerable, viz. a true Sorrow for Sin: The 
beſt Endeavours to avoid it for the future, are 
humble Solicitations for Pardon, directed Ja 

| that 
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that never-failing Fountain of Mercy, who in- 
vites the Weary and the Heavy-laden to come unto 
him for Reſt ; and declares that whoſoever cometh 
unto him he will in no wiſe caſt out. Theſe, 
then, are evidently moral Duties, to which 
Men are excited by every moral and rational 
Motive. This, I think, is the very Truth of 
the Caſe; and, on theſe Principles, the Crown 
of immortal Life ſtands fair and full to View, 
and in the Power of all to attain ; but it zs not 
tied arbitrarily to, or forced on any of the Elect, 
ſo called. The true Notion of moral Agency in 
Man, as it eſtabliſhes the former, excludes ab- 
ſolutely the latter. And I appeal to my Readers, 
if this be not a very right and rational Ac- 
count of Sin, of Repentance, Humiliation, and 
Amendment; and of God's ſovereign, unalien- 
able Right, to admit Man to freſh Grace and 
Favour, on theſe Terms and Conditions. Let 
my Opponents ſhew a better, if they can. 

Remarks, P. 8. Mr. Wilſon is ſo kind as to 
think, Three or four well-choſen Texts of 
** Scripture, clear againſt the Doctrine of ori- 
<« ginal Sin, might ſerve my Purpoſe.” He, 
however, has produced one or two, which be 
thinks in Favour of it. 

The xvuith Chapter of Ezekiel affords, I 
think, the ſtrongeſt Proof, againſt this Doc- 
trine: *Tis the great God too, ſpeaking for him- 


Fell, and with no ſmall Indignation againſt the 


Jews, for thinking Him capable of doing a 
Thing fo unjuſt, as to puniſh the innocent Son 
for the guilty Father, But as to Rigour and 
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Duration of Puniſhment, they ſeemed not to 


charge the Almighty with ſuch enormous 
Cruelties as our modern Calviniſts are wont to 
do. I with Mr. Wilſon would duly attend to 
what the great God has here ſpoken for himpelf. 
St. Paul has allo aſſured us, that every Man 
ſhall be puniſhed or rewarded, according to the 
Deeds done in his Body: * Not what Adam 
did before, whoſe Sin was never done in my 
Body. If they allow theſe to be Proots (and 


allow them they mutt, unleſs they depart from 


the plain Words of the Text) I will undertake 
to produce a Thouſand ſuch as theſe. If they 
reject them, the Argument immediately changes 
to what, in Remar , Page 9. Mr. Wilſn calls 
Relative Gulf, But this is contrary to the Rule 
jaid down in the Beginning, for interpreting 
Scripture ; and ſo cannot be true: Yet for a 
full and further Satisfaction, not only here, 
but, perhaps, in every other Point, which this 


Bock may ſeem to leave defective, I refer the 


Reader to the Second Edition of a Book lately 
publiſhed, intituled, Free and Impartial Thoughts 
on the Soverezonty of God, the Dictrines of Elec- 
tion, Reprobation, and Original Sin: Where, if 
{ miſtake not, their leading Principles, on which 
the others depend, are effectually rooted u 

Their abſolute Silence has, by ſome of the beſt 
Judges, been deemed a powerful Indication of 
their Inability to anſwer. The near Relation in 


which I ſtand to the Author of that OO: 


wil abundantly juſtify my calling it in here, i 
*. Rom, ii. 6. 


Aid 
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Ad of my preſent Argument. And I lie under 
the ſame Obligation, to account to the Publick 
) tor all its Defecis, as I do for my preſent Per- 
> formance. 5 f 
Mr. Wilſon quotes four Verſes from Rom. v. i 
| and makes the following Remark, © Now let 
& Condemnation and Death be what they 
z e will, if they fall upon all Men, Infants not 
„ excepted, as the Conſequence of Alam's 
1 „ Sin; our Author would do well to clear up 
1 4 the Juſtice of God in the Procedure, even 
© 
v 


upon the loweſt poſſible Interpretation, before | 
&« he ſo ſeverely charges us with Contradiction ' 
& or Credulity.” 
„ Whatever be the true Meaning of this Place, 
e Ü believe the Book above referred to will fully 
g cw, that neither this, nor any other Part of 
a the Bible, can bear the hard and terrifying Senſe 
put by the Calviniſts on this Text: And, there- 
is Fore, it is, at preſent, a very ſufficient general 
Anſiber, to ſa y, it has no Meaning inconſiſtent 
y "With our beſt and cleareſt Ideas of the Divine 
*'5 Perfections. The cleareſt Scriptures, militat- 
— Ws againſt this, are to be rejected, and either 
if Aft wnexplained, or a better Senſe lought after. 
h There are many People, who believe Adam 
p 
ſt 


Jas created in a State of mortality, which he 
Forfeited in his Fall; and that the Condemna- 
fon here intended, was only a Condemnation 
n W zemporal Death, Now, it this was the Caſe, 
that Immortality was conditionally beſtowed 
in en Adam: If it was in his Power to deſtroy it by 


* 
- 


Jin, or tranſmit it by R#zhtcouſneſs to his 


Poſte- 


: 


Poſterity; allowing Adam to be acquainte 
with this, it was not God, but Adam, wh 
did this Injury to his Poſterity: And, there 
fore, the Juſtice of God, as to Impeachmen 1 
is quite out of the Queſtion, As in the Ca! 
of Treaſon, Free and Impartial Thoughts, Pag 
30. © It is true, the Heir of a Rebel Convii 7 
* cannot, according to our Laws, inherit h f 
« Father's Eſtate. But what then? Does i 4 
% deprive him of any thing that was his W 
« before? No; the Law convicts the Re © 
bel, while in Poſſeſſion of his Eſtate, whic! +, 


it conſiders as his own Property; and which 


therefore, it juſtly takes away for his ow 
« Offence, Sc.“ Now, it is the Rebel Fi 1 


ther, and not the Prince, who puniſhes th A 
Heir. If Mr. Wilſon can acquit the Juſtice « 7 
the one, he mult alſo acquit the other. Again 


let the Inconveniencies arifing from Adan' 


Fall be what they will, I doubt not but th 
Power and Providence of God can, and will 
abundantly provide for his Juſtice, by maki 
us other, and ample Amends. 1 

Nor can Adam's being a Type of Chriſt, ſup 7 


poſe the Doctrine of Original Sin to be true, b 


the Senſe maintained by Mr. Wilſon. Let vw 
tranſcribe, and conſider the Text he brings, 
Cor. xv. 22. For as in Adam all die, ſo ii 
„ Chriſt ſhall all be made alive; the fir tb 
* Adam was made a living Soul, the laſt Adan ? 


_ © aquickening Spirit; the firſt Man is of th F 


“ Earth earthly, the ſecond Man is the Lon 4 


from Heaven; and as we have borne the 


Image 


6 


inte 6c Image of the Earthly, we ſhall alſo bear the 
wh „ Image of the Heavenly.” 

ere There are many People, who revere the 
Ent *$cripture as the Word of God, yet make very 


fte in their Interpretations: If the plain, lite- 
Pag al Senſe makes for them, it 18 readily admitted ; 
wii if againſt them, another more remote Meaning 
bi muft, at a// Events, be had. In a Text be- 
es fore us, of Mr. Wilſon's Remarks, Page g. 
OW: one would think, the ALL to be made alive in 
Re *Chrift, were as many as the ALL which died in 
hic! Adam: But the Gentlemen with whom I have 
ich mow to do, if I do not miſtake them, admit of 
ow "mo ſuch Thing. But to let that paſs, I ns 
Fi upon the other Text to bear, or, at leaſt, 
be capable of a more ſpiritual Meaning «Ihe is 
ec generally imagined. By Adam, or by the 
rain, rſs Man, may be 850 ſtood a State of Sin; 
an and by the ſecond Adam, or Jeſuss Chriſt, a 
th State of Righteouſneſs ; under which 7zco States 
vill all Men are included. Death, or Puniſhment, 
cin: belongs to the one ; and Life, or Happineſs, is 
the Portion of the other. There is another 
up. Text which favours this Explication, vz. 
i Seeing that ye have put off the old Man, 
tu“ with his Deeds, and have put on the new 
Man, Sc.“ “ Whatever the true Senſe may 
be, it is 0 JYork to endeavour to eſtabliſh 
firl their Fundamental Doctrines on obſcure and am- 
n biguous Parts of the Bible; and which too, in 
th: the Senſe they are pleaſed to underſtand them, 
od ſtrike at the very Root and Foundation of all 


Col. iii. 9, 10. ; 
| Vir- 


— 
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ingenious Salvo, altogether in the refined Strain 


(280 > 5 

Virtue. However, one Conceſſion I wil 
freely make, viz. If theſe Gentlemen can diſ. 
prove, or ſet my main Principles aſide, exhi. 
bited here, and in the Book before referred to, x 
I will yield them any Interpretation of fis, or 
of any other Text; ſuch as thoſe of Achan | 
Gebagi, &c. Till they do this, producing ſuch | 
Paflages will only ſet their Doctrines in a more 
abhorrent View. | 
J had charged them, in the Vindication, ery 
with Dc&rines "ſubjecting Infants to endleſs ond the 
mconcervable Torments. To which, (Remarks, | her 
P. 10.) Mr. Wilſon anſwers, «Who, i in the e. Hot 
« ſent Day, aſlerts it? Secret Things belong tu. "gre: 
* God. It is one Thing to reaſon about the De. fre 
«© merit of Sin, and another to fix the actual Blo 
« Execution of V engeance. We dare not {ct Mi, 
«© Bounds to the Mercy of God; ; and are vel Ele. 
* affured the Blood of Chriſt may be applied to this 
them for Salvation, if ſo it /eem gh in the Fror 
5 Sight of the Lord, ; e 
It /cems then, that formerly ſome Perſons of 
theſe Sentiments, were forward enough to , 
the actucl / Execution of Divine Vengeance on the 
Soul of many @ poor Infant: And the private 
Diſcourſe I myſelf have heard from ſome Men 
of this Principle, would make even a Savage 1 
tremble, And tho' Mr. Wilſon, in Words, may * 0 
not undertake to ſubject Infants to endleſs and 1 
inconceivable Torments, on the Score of Adams 3 7 
Sin, yet he cares not to acquit them from the © | 
Jaſtice of that rigorous Sentence: And that very this 


Fa 


0 


* 


7 
— 
* 


wil CE: 
dif. $f The Ruin and Recovery, That they may be 
Xhi- ved, if the Lord pleaſes, ſeems to be no more 
| to, han an ingenious Diſguiſe of a Principle, which 
„ 01 . ſtrongly Faith may inforce, Reaſon 
han, Þuſhes, and is aſhamed to confeſs it, naked and 
uch Hare as it is in itſelf. The Devil himſelf ma 
nore pe ſaved, if the Lord ſo pleaſetb. They leave 
Ingnfants to the Divine Mercy, but I fear with 
lion, bery little Dependence on it, except they are of 
and the Ek#., I aſk Mr. Wilſen ſeriouſly, if, as 
, Se maintains the Doctrine of Election, he does 
pre- bot fully believe, that ſome Children, and the 
g u. greater Number too, dying in their Infancy, 
De- fre utterly excluded from the Benefits of Chriſt's 
tual Blood, and ſent to the infernal Manſions of 
* ſet WMiſery below? Does not their Principle of 
well Election ſtrongly induce, if not abſolutely infer 
d to his Sentiment? Is not this the very Source 
the From whence ſome have adventured to affirm, 
ere are in Hell Children not a Span long. As 
is of touching the Non-elect, whether Inſants or 
f, Adult, J think my Free and Im partial Thoughts 
the have proved, that, on their Principles, the 
vate one is no more an Object of Mercy than the 
Mer other. 2d Edit. P. 57, 58. 
nage Remarks, P. 11. He (The Vindication) pro- 
ay F< ceeds to give us a very remarkable Defini- 
and“ tion of Divine Juſtice, That it conſej?s in not 
zin * puniſhing the Innocent, rather than exgctiug 
the FE the utmoſt Mite of every poor Sinner.“ And 
very this Mr. Wilſon allows to be one Idea of it, 1 


rann ſhould be glad he would ſhew me wheteT have 
made it the obo/e of Juſtice, I, indecd, h- 
Y 


(30) 


poſe it to their extravagant Notions of vindic- Þ 
tive, unrelenting Juſtice, But Mr. Wilſen al- 
ways thought that Mitigation and Abatement be. MW 
longed to Mercy rather than Juſtice. I ſhould # 


be glad to ſee what he brings this againſt ; no! 


my Definition; for that mentions only the In- 1 


nocent, to whom Mitigation and Abatoment 


are not applicable. They do, indeed, belong 


to Mercy; but if God's Juſtice be that „riet | 
and unrelenting Thing, Mercy, as I before ob- 


ſerved, is entirely deſtroyed. And where have I 


ſaid, that God cannot puniſh the Guilty; or 


that he will not ? 


As to his Query, How Jeſus, who was 
* holy, harmleſs and undealed, could be made 


*« a Curſe, but as he bore our Sins in his own' 
* Body, on the Tree, The Anſwer is ob- 
vious, That it is only an Expreſſion drawn 
from a Jew!/h Saying, mentioned by St. Paul, 
© Curſed is every one that hangeth on à e 
© Tree;”** and applied to our Lord, becauſe | * 


he hanged on the Croſs. 


Again, © As to our imputing, or taking |: 
© away of Sin, we make no Pretenſions this |? 
Way, but reſt in the Account that God has 
© given us, That as, by one Man's Diſfobe- Þ* 
*© dience many were made Sinners, fo, by the 
© Obedience of One, ſhall many be madeF 
% Righteous.” Here again, they are aſhamed 
of their Doctrine which does this. It is evident | 
the Charge was laid againſt the Doctrine, which 
they holding, are obliged to maintain againſt F 


Gal. ii. 13. 


ne- 


E 


. Charge. Who could have thought of this 


petty Buch n? Or who charged them with be- 


| wg the actual Imputers, any more than the ac- 


al Rewarders and Puniſhers of the Innocent 
ad Guilty. We know, that if their Doc- 


tines be true, it is God who imputes and pu- 


too. 


* Remarks, Page 12. We have a Quotation 


3 from the learned Mr. Gill: Whence our Au- 
* thor had it, does not appear; but with him 


* it ſtands thus, That Men have a Right to 


« bind their Heirs to the Executton of certain 
« Thing "Ii 
And ke I had ſaid this was very true, 
Mr. Wilſon replies, « Tf fo, Mr. Gill, one 


6 e think, is acquitted; for this is all he 
« ; is ſaid to kave aſſerted.” 


I hope Mr. Wilſon will be more candid in 


b Reflections on me for Unfairneſs hereafter. 
Does not the Vindication, Page 10. introduce 


this Expreſſion of Mr. Gill, by an Account of 


the Doctrines of Election, Reprobation, and 


Original Sin, and the Covenant ſuppoſed to 
| have been made between God and Adam? And 


* | for not all this ſhew the Fitneſs and Propriety 
of my producing thoſe Expreſſions, as well as 
the End for which Mr. Gill uſes them, vis. in 
1 uſtification of the Doctrine of Original Sin? 


pe Mr. Wilſon will not overlook a Matter 


ſo _-m for 15 future. But how does he 


anſwer my Argument, applied in the ſame Page 


. Mr. G? Why, as follows, Remarks, P. 


""Y * Similitudes, we all know, are rather for 
« Hluſtra- 
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( 32 ) 1 
te Illuſtration than Proof: And, I think, ij 
ce illogical enough to argue from Incapacity 
e no Obligation. Adam, with our uu 
« Leave, was far from being a Bankrupt whe 
te the Contract was firſt made, Gc.“ 75 j 

See a Full Anſwer to this, in Free and _ # 
tial Thoughts, I ſhall, notwithſtanding, Ju ? 
obſerve, That Similitudes, if they make & 
theſe Gentlemen, ſhall paſs for Proof; if again 
them, they are overſtrained, and become h ſtoc 
Words, ond extravagant Exclamations. Beſide 10 a 
do not! give the Reaſon why a Man can bil de 
bis Heirs; and why they may, or may not, Ki 
obliged to comply with ſuch Obligations? Ar? 
does not common Reaſon and Juſtice ſpeak {3 
me, in bith Caſes? But Adam was no Ban 
rupt, Ec. This ſeems to be urged as a fü i 
ther Juſtification of the Uſe of Mr. Gall's Sim 
litude. Let us ſee how it turns out. A Ma, 
when he makes his Will, may be worth Te? 
thouſand Pounds, and certainly, in a Conditit 
to will the one half away in Legacies, ar. 
oblige his Heir to fee them ſatisfied: Vet, 


1 


* 
hs — — — YT ©” ey 


* 
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after this he becomes inſolvent, the Will is 9 bi 
no more Force than one that is made under 1 
State of Inſolvency. Nor is it fo very Magi Jin r 
to argue from Incapacity to no Obligation, Wher OR 
the Incapacity is not ſelf. cauſed, by the Abu and 
of our own intellectual Powers; Incapacity ani Anc 
no Obligation are Twin-born and inſeparable did 
Companions, I am ſurpriſed theſe Gentlemen Tan 


action * 


465. by, 


&ctions, in Juſtification of their own Senti- 
51 ments, when temporal Juſtice is, in the main, 
ho too even and righteous a Thing, to lend the 


7 


he leaſt Aid to ſuch wnjacred Opinions: And it is 
F nly by overſtraining and forturing a few ſingle 
2 Procecdings of the State, ae they do by the 
ju Bible, that they are able to derive the leaſt 
Colour of an Argument in their Favour: The 


ain ſingle Inſtances ſelected by them, well under- 


ou ſtood, and rightly explained, amount generally 


ſide to a Demonſtration againſt them. And, there- 
I fore, I expect, or deſire, to hear no more of 
T 1 Wi: decrepit Bankrupt Argument of theirs. _ 
Ant 5 Remarks, Page 13. © That the Omniſcient 
Kk f God foreknew the Fall, is of eaſy Proof: 
* That he could have prevented it, will not be 
| 9 1 denied; and therefore he muſt will to per- 
im k mit it. And I think the Scripture is clear, 
Mar © Chriſt came that we might have Lie, which 
Te is a Repair; and that we might have it 
lite more abundantly, which to me 1s a viſible 
an and zmportant Improvement, He may as 
t well be angry with Chritt, who Ys, Broad 
TY - 8 c 
is is the Way, &c.” 


deri The Doctrine of the Foretnowledge of God, 
_— in regard to the Fall of Man, is a Point of too 
Then 3 Importance to be lightly paſſed over ; 
bus and I muſt here deal ve Ry (cloſely and freely. 
And I humbly requeſt a full, open, and can- 


7 ane 
al did Anſwer, far remote from any of thoſe in- 
amel genious Reſerves, which Men are too apt to 


lean upon, rather than declare a Doctrine plain- 
I. which they are either med of, or want 
5 D Skull 


Skill to defend. I agree with them in the mne 
Divine Foreknowledge, but ſuſpect ſtrongly, 
that in another Point we differ widely, Let 
them declare, if it be not their Faith, that 
God has, without Exception, abſolutely willed 
every thing which comes to paſs in the World. 
Let them deny, or confeſs this plainly. * 
That mere Foreknowledge has no phyſical 
Ability to produce any future Event, is now 7 
more generally allowed than formerly: Never- 
theleſs, I ſhall endeavour to convince thoſe 3 
who do not ſee this Matter in its true Light, 
But to the other Part firſt—lIf every thing is 
willed, 70 Event can be otherwiſe than it is, 
There is an End, at once, put to Vice and 
Virtue, properly underſtood ; they ceaſe to be 7G 
more than mere Names and Machines; and an 
zrreſiſtable Fatality will inevitably follow. All 
muſt be reſolved into an abſolute Sovereignty ; | 
and it will be z:terly impertinent to talk about 
the Wiſdom, Mercy, and Gooaneſs of the Crea- 7x 
tor: Every other Attribute is ſwallowed up in I 
Sovereign Power and Pleaſure ; the Fitneſs of 
Rewards and Puniſhments is entirely deſtroyed ; 
and nothing but Miſery, Anarchy, and Confu- vi 
fron ſucceeds : And this too, on the Principles 
of thoſe Gentlemen who contend ſo zealouſly gnai; 
for maintaining a perfect Order and Harmony Anf 
among the Divine Attributes, Surely nothing *# 
can be wonderful in our Time ! 4 
When I have urged to Gentlemen of this 
Sentiment, that Paſſage of the New Teſta- b hin, 
| ment, 4 ® | 


5 (35) 
he nent, that God wills the Salvation of all Men ;* 


ly, the Anſwer has been, Then every Man muſt 
et ze be ſaved, becauſe whatever God wills M 
nat te come to paſs; and no Man can conquer the 
led se ALMIGHTY.” Which leads me to pro- 
1d, pound a few Queſtions, in reſpect to the State 


and Fall of Adam, which, I think, deſerve 

their ſerious Attention. 
"ated wþright and free? Did not God give him 
a Law, and command him to keep it ? Now, 
If God willed Adam to obey this Law, how 


Was not Adam cre- 


ht, "ame it about, that Adam, by Diſobedience, 
is mould be able to conquer the Almighty ? If, 
is. on the contrary, they alledge that God vvilled 
and the Fall of Adam, how, on this fame Prin- 
be Fiple of theirs, the Abſoluteneſs of God's Will, 
| an gould Adam be able to maintain his Innocence? 
All And what will the Fate of theſe Gentlemen 
ty; be, but an ab/elute irremediable Overthrow of 
out their Arguments, drawn from the Cove- 
ea. Rant entered into between God and Man; the 
b in Preach of which, as they Jay, expoſed all the 
s of human Race to the % and eternal Vengeance 
ved; of the Almighty? Or, in the third Place, 


pill they contend, that God's Will, in either 


ples Caſe of Adam's Standing or Falling, was wholly 
uſly different? Let them give a full and candid 


nony Anſwer. And as the Principles of ſome, in 
ung Phe preſent Day, + whoſe Religion, like Fa- 
mions, may be ſometimes given to change, I 
2Fould not confine them too narrowly. It Cal- 
pin, or The Aſſemblies Catechiſm, be too ſevere 


this 
ſta- 


ent, * i Tim. ii. 4. + Rem. P. 10, 
= D 2 for 
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for their more tender and Chriſtian Sentiment, 7 
they ſhall have my free Conſent, to diſcard, 7 5 


out of their Creed, as much of this Sort as they * 


pleaſe: And Calvin, the Aſſemblies Catechiſm, 1 


and theſo Gentlemen, ſhall be heard diſtinaly * 


for themielves. But if Calvin and the Afem. 
blies Catechiſin muſt be adhered to, let my Op. 

onent ſtick cloſe to the Principles of the one, 
and the Doctrines of the other, without ſuch 
far-fetch'd ingenious Palliations of the grim Sor 
of their Doctrines, as argues their being a. 
ſhamed to acknowledge and defend them, it 
the Senſe they believe them. It is a hard Cal: 
to combat with Men, who make it their Stud 
to conceal and obſcure, rather than confei * 
and defend their Doctrines. Their great A. 
poſtle Calvin, in Time of Youth and Inexpe. 8 
rience, held out his Doctrines to the World 

without Art or Diſguiſe, in all their native an: 
genuine Horrors: And tho', we believe, he re. 


tained his Principles to the laſt, he learnt after = 


wards to paint them to the World, with ſuc: 
great Art and Dexterity, that it was even pot: 
ſible to miſtake them for their oppoſite "= 
amiable Doctrines. Does not The Ruin an 
Recovery of Mankind mention, and applaud big 
for this? And had Calvin, in that Point, eve 
a more ingenious perfect Imitator, than the i in 
genious and celebrated Author of that Book 1 

Let us next inquire, what is Hehl 3 4 


in God, in regard to future Events? or Whetbe | 


it makes Things to be what They are, any mor? 4 
| than | 


2 ans 
{ hin 

, eve 
K 1n- 


ok? 
vlc 
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an human Knowledge 15 the Cauſe of any 


Event, which comes to paſs before cr own 


es? 


= Knowledge and Power are quite different 
Things. 
Knowledge, to bring about any Event. 
pot every Man perceive, that Knowledge and 
Power, in himſelf, are quite different Things ? 


There is no manner of Eficiency in 


Does 


T hat he exerts the one to the right underſtand- 


ing of Duty, before the Principle of Power is 


exerted, to put ſuch Duties into Practice? And 


tho' God may have eternally known what every 


Free and intelligent Being would do, this Know- 


edge could have no Jendency to produce the 


Acton, And tho' one Thing cannot, per- 


2 


4 aps, be in the Divine Mind either before or 


Happy or miſerable. 


@fter another, yet, in the Order of our Ideas, 


2 i 0 may apprehend the Action to be known * 


fore the Event. 


But how (fay ſome Men) if the Event 7s 


. oreknown, can it be otherwiſe ? We grant the 
Event will be but one in itſelf, and altogether 


s certain, when done, tho depending on the 


Actions of a free Being, as tho' it had been pre- 


ni 6 


Peſtinated. and the Power of God zrre/i/{ably 
exerted to bring it to paſs, Every free Agent 
4 as, in the Event of Things, Power to, be 
But pray obſerve, one of 
Icheſe he muſt be; and as this wil be determined 


gat laſt, where is the Abſurdity of ſuppoſing 


f 
Wai 
* 


2 that God may be able to foreſee in what Man- 
ner, and to what End, ſuch a free Being il 
99 employ its Faculties, the Event, the Happi- 


2 


638) 


xe * 


15 


neſs or Miſery of Man, being only the Conſe. bo 


quences of his Behaviour ? It we grant that 2 


Contingency may be foreknown, the Argument *# 


of Conſtraint, drawn from the Foreknowled: 
of God, ceaſes to be of any Weight; nay, it 
would, if allowed, contradict the very Term. 
of the Propoſition, as here (tated, the Freedom 


knowledge, being expreſsly mentioned therein, 


| x: 


of Man, as conſiſtent with the- Divine Fore. - 


Bis 


Man, I allow, cannot be both free and net "apo 


free, at the ame Time; but as our Know 


bee 


ledge of any Event, when it happens, has any 


Tnflucnce on the Event itſelf, neztber can Gods 
knowing beforchand, be the immediate Cauſe 
of thoſe Actions which produce the Event. 
Conſider, the Action of this Day was, as we 
count Time, knoven Millions of Years Before i 
happened: Foreknowledge | in God was as Ae 
then as it has been ſince; and 


(as emery Man finds no Manner of Efficiency in 
Knowledge, to bring to paſs Events, ſomething 
elſe muſt operate to produce them and that is 
the Power we exert in ourſelves. Knowledge, 


tho' it has 20 Power in itſelf, is nevertheleſs e- 
ceſſary, in order to right Action, both in God | 4 


and his Creatures ; but Action, or the Power % 


which we produce it, is a quite different Exer- [Li 
And it would be as abſurd to i 


put Knowledge in the Place of Power, as to 


ciſe of the Soul. 


ſubſtitute Hearing for Selling: The Far may | 
as well ſee, as Knowledge can be ſaid to ac or 
to do. The Argument then is at length Þ 

brought 


yet the Action 
did not follow immediately upon it: If there is 1! 
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4 able, or impoſſible, for God to toreknow what 
free Being will (not muſt) do. It poſſible, 


7 


N 


the Freedom is acknowledged, and the Plea 


that Foreknowledge binds the Event, at once 
ee given up. If impoſſible, then it 
will be as great a Contradiction for God to fore- 
know what is impoſſible to be foreknown, as 


it is impoſſible for Him todo what is in itſelf an 


abſolute Contradiction, and in 7?/elf impoſſible to 


pe effected. And this latter Notion, were there 


any Neceſſity to admit it, would be abrndantly 
Wore agreeable, than to deſtroy the Freedom of 
Man. He that aſks, How an Event can be 
@herwiſe than God foreknows it 77! be, may 
8 reaſonably inſiſt, that Man ſhould have a 
wo to do, and not to do the fame Action, at 
he fame Time: To his extravagant Length 
Would ſuch a Method of Enquiry carry us. 
Deity foreknows what Man //, not what he 
@:// do. The only Thing that perplexes „ine 
Minds, is to underſtand the Jay and Manner 
a the Divine Foreknowledge, in regard to fu- 
ure Contingencies ; which, tho' a Matter of 
Difficulty to comprehend, is Quite be/ide the 
Hgument. And when we conſider, that tho' 
Man be a free and accountable Being, yet when 


Life and Action is over, the Event, tho' it 
might, at one Time, have been quite the Re- 
Ferſe, is ro fixed as fait as Fate itfelf, or A. 


may ige Power could bind it. Whoever con- 
A or Þ 
ngth 
ught 


ends for the Divine Foreknowledge, and its 


abſolute Influence on our Actions, contends for 
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(40) 4 

an abſolute Fatality, which ut have operatei 1 
with equal Strength, in regard to the Fall 0 
Angels, as to Adam in Paradiſe ; in Behalf G 
whoſe Freedom much has been ſaid by on, 
who call themſelves Calviniſis. J hope thi 
Account of Foreknowledge is not altogethe| 9 
beſide the Truth of the Caſe. . 
As to the Expreſſion, © That God muß 

„ will to permit the Fall ;'—'Tis clear tha 
he permitted it: And methinks Mr. Wil 
might have left the wIL IL out; for, I think ; 
a latent Approbation of the Fall ſeems to b ; 
hereby intended, tho' ingeniouſly concealed un- 
der thts Maier of Expreſſion: And tho! | 
may, in the Opinion of ſome, who do not un. 
derſtand the Delicacy theſe Gentlemen uſe i: 
exprefling themſelves on theſe tender Point 
look like a naked Permiſſion only, yet there b 
thoſe who well underſtand it: And it is poſſib: 8 
to converſe as hiddenly, in the Uſe of comma ; 
Engl:ſh Words, as by the ob/cure/? Signs au 
Tokens, 4 
The next Thing, in reſpect to the bros i 
and narrow Way, is abundantly too haſty ; f 
I condemn their Doctrines, becauſe they aſcii 
the different Conditions of Mankind to the % 
bitrary Pleaſure of the Almighty: And mn Pie! 
extreme Miſery and Wretchedneſs of the 1 . 
greateſt Number, is, ſurely, ſufficient Grouniſent 
for Complaint ; and proves that, on the Scheme the | 


4 


Race conſidered, effeftually repair the Damagi 
Go. 3 
0 Fac 
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(41) 
'F the Fall: Whereas our Saviour, at moſt, only 
Weclares the Fact, but does not put it upon the 
. overeign Will or Pleaſure of Deity, or deny 
em, an's Freedom. It appears, that if Man 1s 


ae 
ll a 
I of 


the ee, the Cauſe of his Unhappineſs muſt not be 


the ; God, but in himſelf. And I dare venture 
*Þ affirm, that allowing all Mankind to be free, 
mul ind to have it in their Power to become ever- 
tha! ſtingly happy; who yet, by abuſing this 
ils 4 iberty, all fall into Condemnation ; that 
unk us Scheme would be more juſt and equitable 
0 by h itſelf, than a Syſtem, which out of a Thou- 
ul end ſhould ſave Nine hundred and ninety-nine, 
O | Apdcondemn arbitrarily the /ingleremaimiing Per- 
t ul , to eternal and unſpeakable Miſery. 
e ol His next Account (Remarks, P. 14.) tells 
din! hs, © That their Doctrine affures the Salva- 
re bv tion of many Thouſands, while ours, it 
110" 38 ems, has no Security at all.” Now, I 
nn" mink, their Doftrine repreſents God as ſach in 
s alli Ancertain and arbitrary Being, as cannot affure, 
Fr. ſecure the Salvation of a ſingle Soul, even 
Brod 3 their Doctrine of Election to be clearly 
3 fo F-vealed in Scripture, If God, by an arbitrary 
eri 


Pecree, without Regard to previous Fitneſs, 
UC aro Das told me, that I am a choſen Veſſel; and, at 
d lhe fame Ti ime, without Regard to any pre- 
e fat a pious Unfitneſs, condemned Millions of inno- 
rounq gent Souls to ſuffer; and my Dependence on 
hen 7 The Performance of his Promiſe is built only on 
bun, the moral Attributes of Deity; and the ſame 


mag Knowledge which I have of theſe Attributes, 
ſeaches me, that a Breach of Promiſe made to 
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„ Chriſt's Per fon.” Ft 


which, I think, cannot be tiled Infinite. A 


_ Bufineſs to explain. Our Lord's ſuftering, 


( 42 ) 55 
the Elect, is nothing near ſo bad, nor fo fl. 
grant a Violation of his moral Perfections, a; bh 
puniſhing the Non-ele# in ſo ſevere a Manner 
Is not this Confideration alone ſufficient 
make our Ele& Gentlemen fremblèe? But fo % 
an intire Confatation of Mr. Wilſon, on th. 
Head, I refer to the aforeſaid Free Thought 
where this Point is, I hope, carefully and c. 
pioufly difcuſs'd, in a Method zntirely new. 

The next Thing is the Infinity of the M. 
rits of Chriſt, where, Mr. Wilhon ſays, 
c another Inſtance of (my) Unfairneſs, Wi #F 
© among us ever aſſerted, they were infint - . 
in their Application?“ But pray, c ougt 
theſe Merits to be accounted infinite, untz 
with a View to apply them every <ohere to t 
whole human Race, where they are wanted IB 

They are ( /ays be) infinite in their Wort % x 
ce and Value, ariſing from the infinite Glory ' c 


Is Chrilts Perſon then infinite? What 3 . 
they mean by Perſon? And why will the 1 
never define this Word? As it relates tot 
Trinity, 1 always underſtood by Chriſt's Pe 
ſon, the created INTELLIGENT PARTY 


bow Subjekte can have Attributes of Hafi 
when the Subject itſelf is not infinite, is 6 5 


a Surety or Repreſentative, has been _ 7 
conſidered. 3 
Mr. Wilſon allows, © That Man, abſolutdf I 

© bounded in his Underſtanding and — 
"TT * canny I 


Wi (643) 

6 fl cannot have Actions that are infinite.“ Is 
not this Concefſiom deſtructive of the Doctrine 
thoſe who hold the Neceſſity of an infinite 


nner 
nt t Faction; Is it not, in the firſt Place, /?ri&1y 
1t fl rmed, that Sin, becauſe committed againſt an 


Fete Ged, 7s infinite? And is not the Ne- 
_ —Ecllity of an inſinite Perſon ſuffering and make- 
id al ing an infinite Atonement, built on e very 
Bottom? Is not Man, as a finite Creature, 
. Rid to be incapable of this Satisfaction? And 

60 yet, i if our Sin be infinite, does not this clearly 
W: prove that Man, bounded -in bis Underſtanding 
fin: d Faculties, may have Actions which are in- 


dug ite ? Either this Doctrine is falſe, and /6 
une! 5 Neceſſity of an infinite Ae et UNne= 
—_ ſary; or Mr. Wilſsz muſt have made a very 
ite Hngerous and heterodox Conceſſion. 

Vort 2 Aan, P. 14, 15. We put our Author 
ory ! upon the Proof, where the Scripture claims, 

A for Repentance and Amendment, a Part in 
lat the Honour of Man's Redemption and Sal- 
the $ vation.“ 
to 18 The Proof lies in a ſhort Compass. Puniſh- 


8 Pes nent is every where threatned to the Diſobe- 
4 dient and Impenitent. The trueſt Ideas of the 
4 Poſpel, unleſs we join Obedience thereto, will 
foal pot avail us. And muſt not the contrary be 
i Kue of thoſe who conform to the Precepts and 
g, Commands of our Saviour? Read the tollow- 
res 1 ng few 3 Ezek. xiv. 6. xvili. 30. 
Þ oel ii. Matt. iii. 2. Mark i. 15. Luke 
wal 2 Kiii, 3. As: I. 19. xxvi. 20. Rev. ii. 16. 21. 
ur 2. If Man be free, and the Bible proves any 
anne E 2 8 ſingle 


| ſingle Point, it 15 this which Jam here called! ve 


ciple: And if Scripture is true, that Principl 


ed his Talents, and the fer had diligently im. 


all Virtue. Is there a Word mentioned about? a 
the Merits or Death of Chriſt? I think ther p 


( 44 ) 


upon to make appear by Scripture, And upon? 
the uni verſal Scheme, Repentance and Amend. 
ment are, and muſt be a Part of Man's juſtify. 
ing Righteouſneſs i in the Sight of God: And the 
Bible claims them accordingly; for Fazth with. 
out Works is dead. And therefore, Faith of it. 
ſelf faves no Man. The Grace of God is, in- 
deed, an Effect of Divine Mercy; the fol 1 
moving and influencing, tho' not compelling 3 
Cauſe of Man's Salvation. And on this Ac: 
count 1t 1s, that Scripture, by way of Emi. 
nence, aſcribes the whole Salvation of Man t. 
this Grace: But it is only by way of Emi. 

nence, and not, as ſome ſuperſtitiouſly teach 

in utter Excluſion of good Works, as bearing n 

Part in our juſtitying Righteouſneſs, in ti 
Sight of God. On the Principle of arbitr:r 
and unconditional Election, I may, indeed, bt. 
wrong ; but I can only be wrong on that Prin. 


muſt be notoriouſly erroneous, Wherein di #4 
the Difference lay between the faithful ane 
unfaithful Stewards, the Sheep and the Goats |? 
Well done good and faithful Servant, and Cont 
ye Bleſſed, were the gracious Words of Recep 
. And why? but that one had not in 


proved his, and abounded in the Practice of = 


is not; tho* I do not from thence infer, that?" 


. a; 


his Death was of 70 Benefit « to Man, as my Op- 7 
| | ponents, 2 


5 LR 


© FL V 
Ws 5. 15 85 
. 
. 
* 


„ : 
e 


ponents, on the contrary, where Chriſt's 
upon Death is mentioned, and nothing ſaid about 
end. good Works, are apt very haſtily to conclude, 
tif). hat the whole of Man's Salvation reſts only on 
the the mere Merits of Chriſt, I would not be 
with. tedious or troubleſome, but yet I cannot help ſet- 
of i. ing down the Subſtance of Part of a Debate I 
„ in. once had with a Gentleman, on this Subject. 
i It was ſomething like what follows. 
ellin l affirm, then, good Works to be a Part of 
Ac. gur juſtifying Righteouſneſs in the Sight of God; 
Emi. and it is only the introducing rigid Doctrines, 
ant and the Miſinterpretation of Scripture, that has 
Erni ted Men to ſet good Works fo low as they do. 
each . explain this, let us take notice of the ſem- 
ng ig Oppoſition between St. Paul and St. James, 
tik about Faith and Works: St. Paul declares, 
ite We are juſtified by Faith, without the Deeds 
d, b. F of the Law.“ St. James declares, That true 
Prin. Faith is imperfect without Works: By Works 
Icipk Kſays he) was Faith (even the true Faith of 
n dic Abraham) made perfect. “ Now, it is impoſ- 
and Fble to reconcile theſe two Apoſtles, without al- 
ats ſowing they ſpoke of Yorks quite different and 
Cont parioun. The Works then, intended by St. 
ecep Paul, might be only the ceremonial Part of the 
prov Law of Moſes, or legal Righteouſneſs — © It 
vim. was not of theſe Works, leſt any Man ſhould 
ce o t boaſt :” Meaning generally, if not entire- 


about?” 
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wy, the formal Jews, who were very apt to 


oaſt and value themſelves thereon, as is plain 


* Rom. iii. 28. + Jam. ii. 22. 


EY from 
ents, 
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(46) 7 
from the Inſtance of the Publican and Phari. 4 
ſee, who went up to the Temple to pray.“ © 
Without ſuch Works, indeed, Abraham him. E, 
felf was juſtified, but not without his Obedience - 6% 
to God's Command: 1½, In forſaking his na- 
tive Country: And, 2dly, In attempting to 
offer up Iſaàc. Theſe were the good Works 
whereby St. James aſſures us Abraham's Faith 
was perfected ; and without which, tho' in it- 
ſelf ever ſo /trong and lively, he could not have 
been opts to God. The Works then in- 
tended by St. James, are either; ½, Obe— 
dience to God in particular Cafes, included in 
the Inſtance of Abraham. Or, 2dly,The Works 
of Morality, Mercy, and Benevolence towards 
each other, ſet forth or implied in the 14th 
and 16th Verſes of the ſecond Chapter of 1 
Epiſtle of James, wherein feeding the Hungry, 
and chathing the Naked, are ſtrongly recom- 
mended. Theſe IWarks, then, could not be 
thoſe excluded by St. Paul, as being in no wiſe 
a proper Juſtification, in the Sight of God. On 
the contrary, we find him declaring, 1 in mam) 
of his Epiſtles, that God, in the great Day, "G 
will determine Men to Miiſery or Happieſt A 
not according to their Faith, but their Works. 
And it he any where makes mention of Faith, 
as the Caule of Juſtification, it muſt, I think, ce 
be either underſtood of the Chriſtian Faith and 4 7 o 
Practice, as oppoſed to the Moſaic Religion, a. 7 
*hat Time, in Point of Obligation, aboliſhed ;Þ7 
Or it muſt be underſtood of the true Faith, and: 


1 

= 2 
1t 3 
3 

* 


—  —— - — — 


1 Its genuine good Fruits, of Meeknets, Patience, 
De. as oppoſed to Works done in Man's Will, 


1 Before or without the Spirit's Inſpiration : Which 
| Works, Men are a bundantly more apt to va- 
na Yue themſelves upon, than a rea! Chriſtian is, 
"Ty on Works done by the Aſliſtance of a Divine 


e Inſpiration; which, as they cannot be rightly 
Faith a 5 « . » = 

1 i. rformed without the Aid and Preſence. of 
1] the Shirit, ſo the Mind of Man having this 


have Gueſt, can hardly fail of knowing its own 
bag Wretchedneſs and Inability without it, in ſuch 


J; Manner as excludes eftectually a Manner of 
not Boaſting. Or, 3dly, If theſe Expreſſions of 


; _ St. Paul, Not of Works, leſt any Man 
215 #< ſhould boaſt,” are underſtood of the Best 
b 3 Yorks any Man can poſſibly do, the Meaning, 


I think, ſhould be, that we are not /aved ori- 


28505 ginally and primarily by Works, but by Faith, 


kh pr the Gift of Grace, the due Operation of 
PE 1 which tends to produce true Faith. In ſhort, 
WI 


| the Foundation of our Happineſs is laid in the 
On Goodneſs and Mercy of God: Of his Mercy 


Dl Bath he ſaved us, &c. that is, he has, by the 
ol Gift of his Grace, put us into a Capacity of at- 
, gaining Salvation ; enabled us to work that 
orks 


nb which is well pleaſing in his Sight; and fo hath 
altn, ſaved us on his own Part. In this Phraſe then, 


go Not of Works, leſt any Man ſhould boaſt,” 
and, St. Paul does not exclude good Works, 9s 19 


DB, 10 Part of our juſtiſying Righteouſneſs ; but only, by 
he * way of Eminence, aſcribes our Juſtification 25 
1 9 2 Faith, or rather to the Gift of Grace, whereby 
115 : true Faith is produced; for tho' Faith is, in 
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one Place, ſtiled the G:ff of God, yet the ſane 
Apoſtle elſewhere calls it the Faith of the Opera. I 
tion of God: Whereby we may learn, that 
true Faith does not, in common, ſhoot up ſud. 

denly, like a Muſhroom, but is the regular and 
gradual Effect of the Operation of God's Grace, 
duly obeyed by Man. What ſignifies our be-. 
ing ſaved here, by the ole Merits of Chrift, and 
damned hereafter, for Want of Works? O. 
how can good Works, without which the 7 
Merits of Chriſt do not fave, be rejected, a; 
no Means of Juſtification ? If we are not ſaved 
by good Works, becauſe Faith goes before 
them; nor are we ſaved by Faith, becauſe 
Chri/””s Merits go before that: Nor, on the 
ſame Argument, can we be ſaved by the Dea! 
of Chriſt, but by the Love and Mercy of God, 
who ſent Jeſus on purpoſe to redeem and fay: 
us. But the Truth is: We are ſaved by the 
Goodneſs of God, manifeſted in Chriſt ; by 
Chriſt's own voluntary Obedience and Merit 
by Faith and by Works alſo. Theſe AR?! 
ALL of them Cauſes or Means of our Salva 
tion.“ 1 
What Mr. Wilſon alledges about a Propitia- 
tion, Which ſhews God to be appeaſeable, ii 
* the Glory of his Perfections, and the Ho- 
e nour of his Law be provided for,” is, upon 
my Notion, very true, upon his quite otherwiſe: * 
And the Divine Being, whoſe Juſtice is repre- 
ſented as /frif and unrelenting, is no more ap- 
peaſeable upon their Notion, than a rigor 
Creditor is appeaſed by the full Payment of h; 
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A Debt: Which, if paid by another for the 
Debitor, entirely removes the Obligation. Here 
s, indeed, an Act of Mercy ſhewn : But pray 
ſud. Eonſfider by whom it is ſhewn, and ſeriouſly 


and apply it to the Caſe before us, And again, it 
ace. it is an Act of Mercy for me to pay another 
be. Man's Debt, it muſt have been the ſame Act of 
and ercy in tbe Creditor to have torgiven it. But 


Or this rigid Notion of vindierue unrelenting Ju- 
the ice, leaves nothing for Mercy to do, and carries 


, a Juſtice beyond its proper Bounds and Province, 
Aved © Acts of Cruelty, _ 

fore I believe, that the Sending and Manifeſta- 
wine Son of Chrift in the Fleſh, %o not an ablolute 


the Propitiation for Any, was a moſt wile and 
beat, merciful Diſplay of the Divine Goodneſs, for 
30% e Benefit of AL L; not owing only to a gracious 
3 2 made by our Saviour, tho' he might lay 
"down his Life freely, but chiefly to the ver- 

by Fowing Mercy and Compaſſion of the Creator, 
its. ho was willing to be reconciled to Man, on 
the former ſtanding and equitable Terms of 


tis Repentance and Amendment. And with this 

glorious and welcome Meſſage did he ſend 
iti. Thriſt into the World, as has already been 
le, if 33 and might, from innumerable Texts 


Ho. pf Scripture, be yet further confirmed: * God 
e ſo loved the World, chat he gave his only 
e begotten Son, Sc.“ Joln ini. 16. 
Which proves clearly, in Oppoſition to the 
Doctrine of an abſolute Atonement, the yet 
greater Truth and Dignity of our Doctrine of 
i od's Right to receive Man to free Pardon, 
I chictly 
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(50) 
chiefly on the Terms of Repentance and A. 
mendment. It was a Dectrine continualh 


avouched under the Law, as I have befon 


proved. 

And God has, by the Goſpel, inſtead of an. 
nil:ns and contradicting it, given it a reh and 
God (fays an infpiret 
Apoſtle) was, in Chriſt, reconciling the 
* World unto himſelf, not imputing then 
© Treſpaſſes unto them.” * Theſe Words, wel 
explained, may afford great Light. I/, The. 
Act of Reconciliation proceeds from God. 2dly, 
Allowing, tho' it is not here expreſſed, the 
Offer of this Reconciliation was made thro 
Chritt, yet by not imputing our Treſpaſſes, whicl 
is the ſame as forgiving them, the moral Du- 
ties of Repentance and Ameandracnt are im- 


plied, becauſe the Incorrigible and Impenitent 


have no Right to the Promiſes of the Goſpel 
Weallow the Suffering of Criſt, fo freely offer- 
ing up himſelf, to have ſome Merit; but, in 


710 "Senſo, to ob the Mercy of God of} its pri. 
mary Honours and Acknowledgments. Were 


there not a proper Fitneſs in God's forgiving 


Men, on the Terms of Repentance and Amend- 


ment, no Medium could be ever found to 


unite God and his Creatures: The Suffering of 
the Innocent to effect this, is 20 proper Medium 


qt all; while, on the other Method {allowing 


Chriſi his divine Honours) as Forgiveneſs, ex- 
tended on the rational Terms of Repentance 


and e is perfectly ſuitable to the 


2 Cor. 111. 19. 
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Nature and Duty of Man. 


gecommended it to my ſerious Perutal ; 


the Blood of Zeſus VERY HIGH : 


| of the 


C2371 
Kcereignty of God, it is allo agreeable to the 


And whoever bi, 
bis Hopes only on the Merit or Atonement of 
pil, had need look well to himſelf. | 

I think it expedient, in s Place, to con- 


Kder a little the Ep:/tlz to the Hebrews, only 


becauſe Mr. P. and Mr. VJ. have both n 
for I am 
erſuaded their Arguments, drawn from thence, 
hs been /uffictently anſivered already: And 
7 I thall here {tudy Brevity. 
ö It is certain, that the Author of this 
Eviltl has carried his Expretiions concerning 
But when 
We conſider, that it was the common Practice 
(allowed) Author of this Epittle, to 
make great Conceſſions towards the Prejudices 
of the Perſons he had to deal with,“ becoming 
& (according to his own Account) all Things 
* to all Men,” we ſhall naturally make joe 
Abatement, in reſpect to the Fullneſs of ſome 
of his Expreſſions, contained in this Epiſtle: 
by when the ame Apftle wrote to ſome of 

e Gentile Churches, who had not laboured un- 
der Fewiſh Prejudices, or been / much ac- 
euſtomed to Jewiſh bloody Sacr ifices, we do 
not hear ſo much, by Abundance, of the Ne- 
ecfiity of ſhedding Blood. In the ſecond Place, 
"thoſe Parts of this Epiſtle, which ſpeak 10 
| Rrongly for the Sacrifice of Chriſl's Death, are 
not only to be underſtood conſiſtent with other 
Fart of the ſame Epiſtle, but in pe; "fect Agree- 


* 
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ment with other Epiſtles of the ſame Apoſtle, 
wrote to other Churches. 
{ome Benefit to be gained by the Death of Chriſt: ? 
But what we contend againſt, ic, the Senj 
which our Adverſaries put upon theſe ſtrony 2 
Scriptures, vi. That, by the Blood of Je. 
ce ſus, the Elect. are for ever purged, and pu 
*© out of all Danger of miſcarrying, in regard 
e to Salvation.” 4tbly, It we ſhew them, both 
from other Parts of this Epiſtle, and the reſt o 


St. Paul's Writings, that Salvation is not /o fixed 5 


'3 2 
vl 


but that the Believer may fall away, it will be 
abundantly ſufficient for our preſent Purpoſe. 
But firſt, let me recommend Heb. vii. 27. ti! 
my Opponents Notice: © Who needeth no: 
« daily, as thoſe High Prieſts, to offer up 8. 
ce crifice, firſt for his own Sins, and then 0 


* 


<« the People's; for this he did once, when 


*© he offered up himſelf,” Is not this a 2 
Contradliction to other Parts of the Teſtament, 
which aſſure us, That Jeſiis knew mo din? Thu 
the Author of this Epiſtle meant nothing fur. 
ther, by the ſtrongeſt Expreſſion aied about © 
the Blood of Chriſt, than a conditional Benet 
appointed for Mankind, will appcar from fe. 
veral Parts of this E piltle; it being evident, 
that between an End abſolutely fixed and deter- 


mined, and uſing of Means for the Attainment 
Which may poſſibiy miſcarry, of 


of this End, 


tail of attaining it, there is ſomething 27e 


1explicable and impo file. 


One Inſtance of the Poſſibility of miſare 
ing occurs, Heb. ii. 3. How ſhall we eſcape 


« 11 
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oſtle, jf we neglect fo great Salvation? Gc.“ This 
alln hews it was in their Power to neglect, elſe 
wiſt: dhe Admonition had been fruitleſs. It may, 


Sen} indeed, be ſaid, That tho' the Event be 
Iron . fixed, yet this Admonition is no Contradic- 
f Je. „ tion to the Certainty of the Event, or a 
{ py # Meaſure in itſelf fruitleſs or abſurd, but an 
egard * Inſtrument uſed to bring the Event to paſs.” 
both This is their dernier Reſort, and a mere Cob- 
eſt os Feb Subterfuge it is; for, by ſuch «wild Vaga- 


fixed fies as theſe, any Doctrine may be as well 
il bs maintained as 77s, We all know, that where 
rpoſe,, free Agency is in Man, he may either act, or 
7. u pot af, and bring on, or fruſtrate Events, ac- 
*cordingly. : 

. 3 Unleſs the Hebrew Behevers were free Crea- 
tures, why does the Apoſtle deal with them 
Is ſuch, in whoſe Power it was, either to re- 

ect or comply with his Inſtructions? And 
_ R#llowing Man, in the Work of Salvation, to 
be a free Creature, I ſhould be glad to know, 
> fur. Fyhat Methods of Treatment, better ſuiting 
abou. ſuch a State, could poſſibly be taken, than the 


Benet whole Scripture conſtantly makes uſe of, © Oh 
m ft. ** Houſe of rael, why will you die?” with 


1dent, many others of the like Import. Sure, the 
deter. dealing with a Man entirely neceſſitated as with 
1ment; one entirely free, is an Abſurdity to be eſpouſed 
„y, of; only by ſuch whoſe Faith has been Jong wedded 
tler, to Cyntradictions, ſuch as the following, taken 
from The Aſſemblies Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 

carry- in. Of God's eternal Decree. © God from all 
ſcape, Eternity did, by the moſt wiſe and holy 
« 1 -..-- * Counſel 


— 
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% Counſel of his own Will, treely and un. 
86 changeably ordain whativever comes ty 
« paſs,” 

Here is an abſolute and irreſiſtable Fatality 
aſſerted ; and God is made the Author of Sin, 


and of all that comes to paſs. And one would 


think it impoſſible tor the loweſt Ignorance, 
and the higheſt Blaſphemy united, to add more 
than the following Words, to thoſe above ; 
<« Yet ſo as thereby, either is God the Author 
© of Sin, nor is Violence offered to the Will of 
ce the Creatures: Nor is the Liberty or Con- 


e tingency of ſecond Cauſes taken away, BUT Epi 


«© RATHER ESTABLISHED. 


This is ſo extravagantly impious and abſurd, - 


that I ſhall not be able to comment on it, 
without being more ſevere than is agreeable to 
my preſent Inclination ; and therefore I drop 
it, with only one Remark, It you want to 
give greater Speed to either Man or Horſe, the 
only Method in the World is to tie their Leg. 
In Heb. iii. 12. is another Admonition, «Take 
* heed, Brethren, leſt there be in any of you 


« an evil Heart of Unbelief, in departing from c 
© the living God.” The Beginning of the ©; 


next Chapter contains another; and they are 


indeed ſo numerous, that one or two more, | 
from this Epiſtle, ſhall ſuffice. Chap. viii. 6. | 

we are told, © That Jeſus is the Mediator of 
<« a better Covenant, and eſtabliſhed on better | 
* Promiſes than that of the Law.” And the 
remaining Part of the Chapter informs us what | 


WN 


that better Covenant was, not merely the Blood Fthe 
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of Chriſt, but a Spirit within, and a Law 
written there. This is the Situation into which 
Chriſtianity puts the Believer, who may either 
me e this Spirit, or comply with its Dictates 
tread it under Foot, and count it an unboly Thing, 


or bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit. This 
Covenant, of which Teſis is filed the Media- 
for, is a Law wrote within, A Law ſuppoſes 
Freedom and Intelligence; and theſe alſs ſuppoſe 
a Poſſibility of breaking this Law. And all 
combined, filly ſet afide our Adverſaries Doc- 
trine of abſolute Fs ace drawn - from this 
| 
The Apoſtle, in another Place, ſpeaks of 
fame 40/0 had made Shipwreck of Faith avid of a 
god Conjerence. And pray hear what he Jays 
wn in Rom. xi. 20, 21, 22. Well, be- 
© cauſe of Unbelief they were broken off; 
* and thou ſtandeſt by Faith: Be not high. 
© minded, but fear; for if God ſpared not the 
© natural Branches, take heed left he alſo {pare 
et not thee. Behold therefore the Goodneſs, 
© and Severity of God: On them which fell, 
be SEVERITY; but toward thee, GoopN Ess, 
* 1t thou continue in his Goodneſs; otherwile 
* thou alſo ſhalt be cut off.“ 
Can any thing be plainer, or ſtronger Evi- 
nce than this? And, in the 4% Place, as 
N to the bloody Sacrifices under the Law, it does 
not appear they were intended as abſolute Ex- 
piations of Sin. Truth and Sincerity of Soul 
Were requiſite to their being 7ruly avarlable in 
the Divine View ; for tho theſe, and many 
| ; 5 other | 


11 other external Rites, were then command * 
1 and required from that People; yet whey? 2 
Formality, Hypocriſy, and Wickedneſs, ; 
ſtead of Sincerity, Truth, and Righteouſne! © 
prevailed ; in what Contempt and Deteſtatis 
were the People, and their Sacrifices, held > 
the Almighty! * To what Purpoſe is the Mu © 

titude of your Sacrifices unto me, faith th # 
2 155 I am full of the Burnt- offering 9 
* Rams, and the Fat of fed Beaſts: And 8. 
edelight not in the Blood of Bullocks, ori 
* Lambs, or of He-goats—Your new Moon & 
* and your appointed Feaſts, my Soul hatet! 
* they are a Trouble unto me, I am wer 


| « to bear them.” I/. i. 11. 14. | 
1a; It appears then from hence, they weren 
1 abſolute Expiations of Sin. Why then ſhol 
1 the Blood of Je, be abſolutely ſo now . in th 
WIS which we allow the bloody Sacrifices und hat 
10 the Law, to be Types) eſpecially when t! 55 
1 Divine 7. hreatnings and Denunciations agail Z L 
0 Sin, are under the Goſpel no leſs ſevere, th: f fo 
| | | 0 they were againſt the formal and inſincere C of 
(| 9 ji ferers, under the Law of Moſes. Till I he It le 
14 | 0 further from my good Friends, let this ſuff Who 
| 10 in relation to the Hebrews, for the preſent. ou 
10 | The Deſcription which our Saviour gives © 
e the great Day of Judgment, is very ſublime a, mu 
(29108 aweful : And, from ſome Part thereof, 0 
it I would think, that eſis had an boly and ad 
e borrent Foreſight of that ſtrange Doctrine of Sil 


vation by Faith only. If Faith would hai F. 
done, why does our Saviour diſclaim all RW 
1 "0 


= (-37 3 
and! 4 2 Claim, or Pretence of this kind; and, with- 
but taking the leaſt Notice of this, or of the 


„ ih Doctrine of abſolute Merit, ſum up the aweful 
{nel Pentence with, Depart from me ye curſed, 
tation “ into everlaſting Fire;”* and this, only be- 
w fauſe of their Want of good Works. As this 


ts aſide the Doctrine of Faith and Merit (as 
1 a peld by our Opponents) ſo, on the other hand, 

the Complaint againſt the Goats was, their 
Fins and Iniquities, or the Want of being found 
ori In the Practice of thoſe Virtues, which gave 
Loon i Sheep Acceptance; as may be ſeen at large 
atett n the ſame Chapter, where Morality is ſet in 
wer high Eſtimation, by him who never erred, or 
poke amiſs. 


e m And, indeed, the general Strain and Te- 
hou. Pour of both the Old and New Teſtament run 
w % in the ſame Way. Hear how earneſt and em- 
und hatical was the great St. Paul, as tho he had 
n tt: feen aware of the Doctrine I am oppoſing : 
gan Let no Man deceive you with vain Words ; 
„th for becauſe of theſe things cometh the Wrath 
'e 0: F of God upon the Children of Difobedience.” + 

I he It looks as if there were ſome in his Time, 
uff Who inclined to give into the preſent Opinion 


. Wout Faith and Merit: But the Completion 
f the Scheme was reſerved for Gentlemen of 
much later Ara. To theſe Accounts of our 
Javiour and St. Paul, let me add a Revelation 

Ot the bleſſed Diſciple St. John the Divine, 

The Viſion he ſaw (if it was a Viſion) was 

{Exceeding glorious and ſublime, It was not a 


* Matt. xxv. 41. + Eph. v. 6. 
| 7 few 
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few he beheld in the happy Regions, but 
great Multitude, that no Man could numbe: 
(and theſe not of one, two, or three Kinds ci 


People, but) of all Nations, Kindreds, Tongue, 


and People.”'* 

This 1s ſtrongly declarative of the univerſal 
impartial Love of God to his Creatures; which 
if poſſible, is ſtill further manifeſt from what 
precedes it, in the ſame Chapter. And ! 
* heard the Number of them which wer 
< ſealed; and—of the Tribe of Judah wen 


«© ſealed Twelve thouſand; of the Tribe 


Reuben were ſealed Twelve thouſand :'* Ant 
of every other Tribe, the fame Number. 
This ſeems, I think, not ſo much deſfignc: 
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ve r 


able 
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for an exaci Account of the preciſe Number ti. 


be /aved, of each of the Twelve Tribes, as to 
ſet forth the Divine Equity and Goodneſs, The 
Reaſon why the ſame Number is affixed t. 
every Tribe, may be to ſhew, that every Man, 
of every Tribe, had it equally in his Power to 
obtain Salvation: That God had dealt righte. 
ouſly and impartially with them all. And 


therefore we may, nay we muſt, infer the ſame 
equal and righteous Treatment, in reſpect to 


all the Nations of the Earth. 


It has often grieved me to obſerve the ſtrange * 
Inattention of ome People to the glorious 
Truths of the Goſpel, in preferring the narrow} 
Senſe of a few dubious Scriptures, extorted 
from the Text, by innumerable Serpentine Arti 1 
of Evaſion and Sobbiſtry; which makes the Go- 


* Rev. vii. 9. 


vernment 


1 
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ber vernment of God a greater and more deteſt- 
cle able Tyranny, than ever Nation yet groaned 
1, under, or was curſed with, in Oppoſition to 
A vaſt Multitude of Scriptures, which bear 
ral "Teſtimony, in Conjunction with Reaſon's beſt 
ch, Dickates, that a Door of Salvation ſtands open 
ha to all Men. And in Time it will, I doubt not, 
11 Fppear (tho' I cannot keep Pace with theſe 
ven Gentlemen) * That I have never trodden un- 
7 0 der Foot the Son of God,” * or counted the 
Blood of the Covenant an unholy Thing; but 
100 e, on the contrary, carried my Reverence 
and Veneration of this One Offering, as high as 
ne! the Nature of thoſe Obligations, we lay under 
r tz to the eternal and infinite Being, will allow. 
st He is jealous of his Honour; and if we give 
The that to the Son which belongs only to the Father, 
1 to neither the Father nor the Sen will be well 
lan, © 1 with us. 
rt [ come next to Remarks, P. 16. Our Au- 
hte- 4 thor thinks to puzzle us with ſeveral Que- 
Ani e ſtions, about the Infinity of a Satisfaction; 
ame as, Who muſt make it? To whom muſt it be 
tt made? Muſt it be by one infinite Perſin, or 
rather Being, to himſelf, or to another infinite 
ange "1 Being? &c. And again, How can an in- 
io 1 finite Being ſuffer at all? 
u This is but a ſmall Part of what may be 
tel found in the Vindication. However, be pleaſed 
Arts: 10 hear Mr. Wilſon's Anſwer, as follows. 
Go- v * It he cannot, or will not, diſtinguiſh be- 
s tween Effence and Perſonality, | in the Deity, 
nen e x. 29," 
G 2 i he 


ture. Who ſays, an infinite Being, as ſuch, 


florid Anſwer, Indeed, I ſuſpected it would be 


Pre-exiſtence of Souls, and the Reſurrectiu A 


( 6o ) " 
he ought, however, to allow, that it 8 
conſtantly maintained by us: And we think, 
eon a Scripture Foundation. We ſay not that 9 
* one Divine Eſſence made Satisfaction to ab. 2 
e ther Divine Eſſence, but that the Son of he 
© God, who is always diſtinguiſhed from the "pf ; 
Father, made Satisfaction, as the great Me. fob 
« diator: Nor is this, in the leaſt Degree, re-. hp 
«© pugnant to the Unity of the Divine Na- 


4 


* 


cc is the Subject of Suffering? What we af- man 
*« firm is, that Jeſus our Emmanuel, whoſe nd 
«© Glory is infinite, ſuffered as Man, or in his „ 
© human Nature: And that the Glory of hs 
% Perſon rendered his Sufferings infinitely me- 
6e ritorious, Sc.“ - 
I am ſorry to fee ſuch an ambiguous, tho 


N difficult, if not impoſſible, to perſuade 
them to ſpeak clearly and intelligibly on this 
Subject; which they never will do, till the 
Word Perſin is defined. This Word has al- 
ways been their dark Hiding-place, and Den, 
of Rofort [> 

There has, ſince the Vindication was pub.“ 
liſhed, a Pamphlet appeared, under the Title ci 
An Enquiry into the Doctrine of the Trinity 
the Mijfion and Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt, 2: 


of the Body : Which endeavours to ſettiÞ4 
the Notion of Perſonality. It contains, I con. . 
feſs, many very excellent Things ; and is, IN 
think, well worthy the Notice of the Pub- 8 

lick. 
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Ick: Yet it is evident, the Author has made a 


k, ſittle too free with a Book or two of mine, 


d be 


lade 


this 
the 


al- 


Den 


_ 
tle of 


povithout ever quoting either. 
gieed, is very fairly quoted. But is it not hard, 


Mr. Locke, in- 


e Rich and Great ſhould be paid their Dues 


of Honour ſo preciſely, while the poor Mon is 
robbed with Impunity ? It is really very ſevere 


ppon us young Beginners, to have our Shops 
pie with ſuch anonymous Petty-larceny Pur- 


piners, who vend our Goods, as of their own 
manufacturing, even before our Doors, and 


pnder our very Noſes, But to return to the 
Argument. 


2 Is any Being infinite but the Divine E/- 


Fence ? Has not every Perſon in the Trinity a 


Divine Eſſence? Is not the Eſſence of God 
12 Are not the Son and Spirit equal to the 
ther? Can a Perſon ſubſiſt, without an 
Um peculiar to itſelf, which conſtitutes its 
Perſonality? If this be the Idea of Perſon 
* let them prove it is not) there muſt, in 
Deity, be three diſtinct Eſſences, as well as 
Pcrſonalities : Or rather, if each is divine and 


ipfinite, there muſt be three Gods. 


If their Perſonalities imply no Eſſence pecu- 
. to ſuch Perſonality, why is the Perſon of 


initt,þ the Son and Spirit ſaid to be equal to the Fa- 

wer, who is an eternal Eſſence, or Being? And 
cia hot withſtanding their Unwillingneſs to yield 
ſette up this Doctrine, a clear Definition of the Word 
con-· F er ſon would ſoon oblige them to it, and eſta- 
is, I Plich poor Muggleton's Notion of a Trinity of 
Pub- Manifeſtations. 


lick: 1 ; 


There 
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There cannot be any thing above Manifeſta. 
tion, in the true Doctrine of a Trinity. More 
Gods than one are allowed to be impoſſible. 

And it is, I think, very clear, that between 
Manifeſtation and the Divine Eſſence there i; 
no MEDpium, except that of Perſon, in the 
Way I have explained it, to be admitted. Now 
this Perſon is either the Godhead, nor a mere 
Maniteſtation, but ſomething between both, which 
it is impoſſible to apply, in ſupport of the com. 
mon Doctrine of the Trinity. 

The Trinity is ſaid to conſiſt of three Di. 
vine Perſons in one Effence : But this ſuppoſes an 
entire Perſon to exiſt without, or at beſt with 
but One- third of an Eſſence. How Perſon can 
be conſidered without Fffence, any more than: Ly 
without Intelligence, is not clear to me: And 2 
therefore, I once more take the Liberty of re- our 
treſaing their Memories with the Doctrine of theſe 
Tranſubſtantiation. thin! 

Let us a little inſpect the Scripture, and ſe dt 
whoſe Opinion it moſt favours, mine of Mani. yy 
Feftations, or theirs of a Trinity of Perſons. God it is 
making different Manifeſtations of himſelf to! ex 
his Creatures, is an eaſy and intelligible No. 5 
tion, not clogged with the leaſt Abſurdity. The 4 

three Perſons ſaid to be contained in the Tri-| 
nity, are Father, Son, and Spirit, tho' in ſome} 9 
Places we read, the Spirit of God: Yet this, | 
apprehend (in ſtrict Senſe) to be miſapPlicd 
with reſpect to him; and is an Error, or De.“ 

fect in Language, occaſioned by our Methoif * 
of Expreſſion, in reſpect to cur own Spirit 

Which, 
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which, under this Junction, or Union with 
the Body, may very fitly be expreſſed under 
the Phraſe, the Spirit of Man. But of God, 
whoſe Eſſence is pure Spirit, ſuch a Phraſe can- 
pot be ſtrictly pertinent. Our Lord, who beſt 
pnderſtood the Matter, lays it down poſitively, 
that God is a Spirit, * Now, I know of no 
other Spirit than this, which the Bible exhi- 
bits to us, under the Notion of a diſlinct Di- 
vine Perſon in the Trinity, 

In our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Fulneſs of the 
Godbead was ſaid to dwell bodily ; + and that 
unto him was given the Spirit without Mea- 
fare. | Not to ſtay now to enquire into the 
ll and preciſe Meaning of theſe Expreſſions, 
that being reſerved for Conſideration, under 


Wy new Hypotheſis, it is plain that 758 Spirit 


was the /ame Spirit of God, or that God whom 
gur Saviour declares #9 be a Spirit: So that 
theſe two Perſons of Father and Son are, I 
think, at once /beron to be only Names for one 
and the ſelf-ſame Being. And if God be any 
Mere ſpoken of, under the Character of a Son, 


it is only a relative Term, borrowed from the 
E&traordinary Manifeſtation of our Lord, and 
wm the Divine Spirit actuating his Perſon. 
The ſame may be faid in relation to the Holy 
e, which ſignifies Spirit, and is only ano- 
Wer Word for the eternal Spirit, or God. 
| Bur Saviour ſays to his Diſciples, He (the 
Holy Spirit) that drvelleth æeitb you, ſhall be in 
5 1 John iv. 24. + Col. ii. 9g. Job iii. 34. 

g you. 


664) = 
you, This could not be true of his Perm 
but of the Godbead, or Divine Spirit whid Il 
dwelt in Chriſt; and which, in the ſame Cha 
ter, he himſelf calls the Holy Ghoſt; white 
was to be the After-guide of Believers, 1 

Now where was the Difference between th In 
Godhead ſaid to reſide in Chriſt, or the Ho 
Ghoſt? He (that) dwelleth with you ſhall bes For 
you, And, ver. 16. Twill pray the Father, ai. n 
be ſhall give you another Comforter. bu 

It God be a fiinple, pure, and undivid 
Sbirit; if it was this Spirit which created th 
World, which is ſaid to have refided in o 
Saviour, and which was promiſed and beſtovie! 7 
on Believers, under the Character of the H 
Gt; unleſs we will have a Trinity of Gu on, 
what can be plainer than this, that Father, Sn; 7 
and Holy Ghoſt are no more than three different i 
Names, uſed to expreſs three different Manie 
tions, among which, that of Sen ſeems to if Þ 
the moſt remote and incorrect? | The, 

In the next Place, I thought the Per/in ꝗ nc 
Chrijt had conſiſted in the created intelligi io: 
Part, independent of his Divinity. My li 


of his Perſon teaches me this, tho' it may u 


a pure and infinite Spirit ? 
St. Fobu xiv. 17. 


"Thrift, to whom this infinite Glory 

2nd the Humanity of Chriſt which ſuffered, be 
' Duite different in Nature, how was it poſſible to 
' Fonvey Infinite to Finite, or to make that i- 


r ſon ( 


ellige 
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% The Suffering, however, Mr. Wilen ſeems to 
allow was not infinite in itſelf, © but received 
e its infinite Worth and Value from the Glory 


Now, if the Perſon of 
belongs, 


1 © of Chriſt's Perſon.” 


nite which in itſelf is finite? Mr. Wilſon al- 


1 tows, That Man, abſolutely bounded in his 


Underſtanding and Faculties, can have no 
Actions that are infinite.“ And yet here he 
$ teaching the contrary Doctrine, and ſup- 
poſing it poſſible, for Deity to raiſe Finite to Ju- 


Jute; which I eſteem an abſolute Cntradic- 


fon, and entirely out of the Verge of Omni- 
tence, as is Tranſubſtantiation iticlf, And I 
annot help concluding, that the chief Rea- 
n why theſe Proteſtants do not receive this 
Fopiſb Doctrine, is not becauſe of its being a 
He, and a Contradifiom to our Reaſon and 
Enſes, but becauſe it did not happen to be put 
% the Aſſemblies Catechiſin. Had thoſe prous 


ty 1:8 


ray m 


d reverend Fathers (who compiled it) adopred 
there, I doubt not but our preſent Believers 


erſonf Fould have fieallowed it greedily; have adored 


ther, Þ 


as a holy Myſtery ; and been as impaticnt of 


ay toil 13 upon that, as they are ww, in 


Mean 


1 


ſpect to the Doctrine we are ſeriouſly de- 
Perſoh kuting. 
init), 


If the Suffering of Chriſt acquired its in- 
Fate Merit, becauſe it was according to the 
Will of, and accepted by an infinite Being, 


What 
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what may not be ſaid of the Sufferings of ti 


Martyrs and holy Men of all Times, who hau 7; 
laid down their Lives in the Cauſe of Religin 7 


and Virtue ?—Once more; for I had rather - 


peat, or diverſify, than be too ſlack here. 

There are, they ſay, three Perſons in on 
Divine Eſſence. Now, does not the entire Pe. 
ſon of the Father conſiſt in Eſſence and Attr, 
butes* If any thing more be required to con 
ſtitute his PERSONALITY, declare it. But! 
there is not (as I think it is impoſſible ther 
ſhould be) a few Remarks may deſerve 0 Bi 
ſerious Notice. By the Phraſe of God the Fi 
ther, nothing more, in Point of Eſſence or d 
tributes, is intended to be ſet forth to us, tha 
by the ſingle Term, or Name, Gop. Fi 
THER ſerves only to ſhew his Relation to b 8 
Works of his Hands. Now, theſe Attribu i 
and this Eſſence will, I hope, be allowed! 4 
conſtitute entirely the Perſon of the Fat» 
and muſt, conſequently, be unalienable tro | 
our Idea of his Perſon; but if the Perſon 
the Sen be entirely diſtinct from that of t: Þ 
Father, how comes it about, that the far 
ſimple Eſſence, and the ſame Attributes, (hov Þ 


_ conſtitute his Perſon alſo? Is this agreeable oi 


the Nature of Individuation? or is it even py 
fible ? Is the fame miraculous Thing true a 
of the third Perſon in the Trinity, called 3 Hirt 
Holy Spirit? Or have the glorious Three, ti 
Sets of infinite Attributes? How is it poſli Mere 
to prove three diſtin& Perſons in the Trin ces 
where they all conſiſt of the very ſame 5" 
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: * 
| and Attributes, without proving as many di- | 
Finct Perſons as you pleaſe ? 


If Perſon, without Eflence and Attributes, 
belonging to itſelf only, can mean more than 
mere Name for nothing, or an indigeſted 
Vapour of the Fancy, I am greatly miſtaken, 
As the Divine Being, his Eſſence and Attri- 
gutes united, is but one indiviſible Being, it is 
as clear (if Perſon be a Being) as any Demon- 
fration in Euclid, that the Doctrine of three 
Perſoris, as now held, deſtroys the Unity of the 
\Divine Nature, and is in 7z/e/f a plain Contra- 
Action. 
If the ſame Eſſence and Attributes, which 


, the ponſtitute the Godhead, or Per/in of the Fa- 
F: er, be the very fame which conſtitute the 
to  odſbips, or Divine Perſons of the Son and 
tribu Writ, it is a clear Proof, that Father, Son, 
wed! and Spirit (allowing the Divinity of each) are 
Fats! "@ly different Names, ariſing from different 
e flo 1 of one and the ſelf- ſame eternal 
rſon eing. Let my good Friends, the Trinitarians, 
of  @rry it further, if they are able. | 
e la It 1s true, that in Scripture, Attributes and 
thou Rerfections, the better to illuſtrate their Ex- 
cable "Wllence and Benefit, are ſometimes ſpoke of 
en e inder the Character of Perſons: From whence 
ue al I believe, many well-meaning People, whoſe 
led Wii has out-run their Reaſon, have been led 
42 tag exalt and worſhip they know not what; 
pol W-ce Names or Attributes, inſtead of E/- 
rin 
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ces or Beings, Wiſdom is an Attribute, and 
H2 pet 
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yet in Scripture repreſented ſpeaking in th 45 
Character of a Perſon: © I Wiſdom duc 1 


* with Prudence,” Sc. * 

So, in the New Teſtament, the Spirit e 
Truth is, in one Place, repreſented as a Pe 
fon diſtinct from Father and Son. © Hoy 
beit, when the Spirit of Truth is come, þ 
« will guide you into all Truth; for he tha 


* 


A 


© 


* ſhew you Things to come.” 

Now, without ſome other Places to gir 
Light to this, the Phraſe would be a little dur 
and obſcure. St. Paul fays, 
*© ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into 0: 
** Hearts.” And this Spirit of his Son b 
Relation to 20 lee than God the eternal Spir 


whoſe Fullneſs was ſaid to have dwelt bodily: 


Chriſt. The Words then, in the next Ver: 
Jobn xVi. 14. Heſhall receive of mine,” ſhe 


plainly, that it was to be a Gift, or Manie 5 : 


lion of the fame Spirit, who is the Godbea 
and who dwelt in our Lord, that was to le 
the. Behevers into all Truth. Nor is there at 


Diſtinctneſs of Perſons between the God! A 
and this Spirit of Truth, further than as v A 


may diſtinguiſh between a Ray or Illuminati: 
in the Mind of Man proceeding from Gil 
and God himſelf ; 
Apoſtle, The Manifeſtatian of the Spirit 
given to every Man to profit withal.“ 


* Prov. viii. 12. 
1 3 Cor. XII. 7. | 


ce not ſpeak of himſelf, but whatſoever þ o t 
ſhall hear that ſhall he peak; and he ſhi T 


or, as it 1s expreſſed by th th L 


t Sr. John xvi. 13. 1 Gal ir 
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uh, It muſt ſignify a Trinity of Gods, as well 
of Perſons. I leave them to adjuſt it to their 
en Liking ; and hope, that as Mr. Vilſon muſt 
low I have, according to his Defire, very fully 

u e 

Queſtion, he will either accede to my Account 
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to le: 
ere an 
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as i 
111ati 8 
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Mell, as it is only a Manifeſtation of Know- 


Tedge and Power, proceeding from the eternal 


pirit (and not the whole Eſſence, which is a 
Fatradicton in the Soul of Man. And, 2dly, 
& are hence to underſtand, that it is no Va- 
or, Freak, or Whimſy of the Imagination, 
t a real Divine Diſcovery, or Manifeſtation 
of the Holy Spirit : So that do but change the 
Terms, the Spirit of Truth to (the Apoſtle's 
Language) 4 Manifeſtation of the Holy Spirit, 
Obſcurity vaniſhes; and all Notions drawn 
from hence, of diſtinct Perſons in the Trinity, 
Will immediately diſappear. And permit me 
© fay, it ſeems inevitable, that theſe Gentle- 
men will find themſelves obliged to abide by 


* of the three following Things: 1½, The 
Word Per/or, as it relates to the Son and Holy 
Irit, muſt ſtand for a mere Non-entity. Or, 
ly, It can fignify only different Manifeſta- 


ns of one and the ſame Divine Being. Or, 


e Affirmative. of this difficult 


it, or be pleaſed not to come behind me in 


by ih his Diligence to remove my Doubts, and ex- 


Spirit Fo 1 
What Mr. Wilſon obſerved, Remarks, P. 21. 
About a Manifeftation taking Fleſh, &c. is very 
ſtrangely applied to me, who have ſaid no ſuch 


I 
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lain the Matter clearly to his own Side. 


Nonſenſe, 


And this may, firſt, be ſaid not to ſpeak of 


70 9 

Nonſenſe, nor taught any Doctrine From a "8 
it can be inferred, But to talk of the Divin 
Wiſdom and Power being exhibited, or man. 
feſted, in the Perſon or Appearance of Jeſu 
Chriſt, in the Fleſh, is, I think, common Sen(; 
God manifeſt in the Fleſh, in this Senſe I a 
low; but that God was either abſolutely mat 
Fleſb, or ſuffered in the leaſt under this Man. 
feſtation, I deny: And I am ſorry to find M. 
_ Hilſon overſhooting the Mark fo precipitanth, 
in a Caſe to my Detriment. 

Remarks, P. 22. he ſeems inclined to ad. 
venture at a Definition of the Word Per/n; 
and Perſonality is explained into perſonal Pri. 
herties. But this, with his good" Leave, do 
not at all relieve the Difficulty in their Favour 
but looks with a favourable Aspect towards ou 
Argument. The Word Per/on is ſtill left un. 
defined. Properties are relative to their Sub. 
jets in which they inhere. And how a Perc 
can have Properties peculiar to itſelf, without 
having an Eſſence peculiar to itſelf alſo, i 
which theſe Properties inhere, is hard to be un. 
derſtood. How this agrees with the three D. 
vine Perſons having but one Eſſence, and ye, in! 
differing in their Properties, one having wh!) 7 ] 
the other has not, requires more Skill in Meta ma 

N yſics than Jam Maſter of, to explain: And} dt . 
105 that can make more of perſonal Propertio| fi 
than what belongs to mere Monife eftation of one} 
and the fame Divine Being, is a much wiſct} | 1 
Man than I am, or ever expect to be; tho = 
theſe ſtrange, ambiguous Anſwers, ſo much| * 

| beneath 
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amiable and catholick Temper of Soul, 
1 who are by far too narrow and bounded 


; Heart to determine. 
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0 their Author, is all I have been able to 


get to Queries of the moſt clear and zmpor tant 


Ind. 
If Scripture, as they pretend, ſo fully favours 
their, Doctrine of a Trinity of Perfons, it is 
ty theſe Gentlemen cannot draw a clear De- 
$:11:0n from thence, Surely that muſt be a 
weak Cauſe indeed, which Reaſon contradicts, 
and Scripture does not ſupport. 
Mr. Wilfen's Innuendo, in Page 23. about my 
referring Mr. Foſter to Jeſus Chriſt, is a little 
ftrained and unkind : But if it gives him any 
ane, I am contented ; and can eaſily bear 
Yet I crave Leave to explain my own 


af 4 an unbounded Soul then, I only 


tended a Charity to all Men, not bounded by 
any of the narrow Limits of Sects and Opinions. 


And as I am perſuaded both Scripture and com- 


non Speech will bear me out, in this ye of the 


Phraſe, give me Leave, as the molt ſuitable 


Return I can make for the Favour of this n- 
Thought of Criticiſm, to recommend this truly 
to all 


their Sentiments. 
I allow, (Remarks, P. 24.) that as God has 


Br a Revelation of his Will, by Tejas Chri/t, 


It is the Duty of all, in Proportion to their Op- 


1 portunity and Faculties, to endeavour to under - 
and, and conform to this Revelation. 
far ſome who do not outwardly obey are culp- 


How 
able, belongs only to the great Judge of the 


I was 
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T was neither ſneering nor 1nargnant againi. 
Mr. Pickering, but ſerious and /incere in all 
that I ſaid. I am ſorry ſuch unexpected Mi, 
repreſentations, or at leaſt uncandid Suſpicin. 
about my Sincerity, ſhould oblige me to the 
unpleaſant (and otherwiſe unneceſſary) Vindice 
tions. I doubt not in the leaſt, but that bo!“ 
theſe Reverend Gentlemen heartily and ful) 
believe theſe Doctrines: But, in the Belief « 7 
o_ Doctrine of the Trinity, Mr. Pzckerm 


1 , if I miſtake not, zealoufly educated, ani } 
1 brought it with him into the Church of whic 3 
| | he is now a Member. Tho' had he embrace! 3 
11 it together with the other Doctrines, not wit. 


landing all his ſhining Talents and great Car. 
dour, it would be no Proof of the Goodneſs q 
the Doctrines; or that, when ſtrip'd of thei 
I falſe Coverings and Diſguiſes, they would no} 
"Wt |! appear in 4 genuine Glare of Contradiction a 
0 F | Nonſenſe. It is certain, we have had many In.“ 
6 ſtances of Men of the greateſt Underſtand} * 
and Integrity, embracing and retaining Sent} 3 


_— OO III ... 


F ll | ments in Religion, utterly repugnant? to tie Þ 
li 1 Dictates of ſound Reaſon. And this, Ithink 7 
Ne ſhould teach us wo 7mportant Leſſons; one oil 
0 Charity to our Neighbour ; and the other d 
Me Modeſty in regard to ourſelves, and the "ul 
1000 Wl. | | lute Truth and Certainty of our own oyRtensl ; 
! in Divinity. & 
N 1 In what manner I have proved, that bein 

1 


bought with a Price ſignifies no more than this, th 
That our Obligations to love, honour, and“ 
* obey our Creator, are further inhanced bs: 
ce that 


again: | 
SV that amazing 
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think, 
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t Heing 
n this, 


r, and 
ced by 
ce that 


3 bert this Diſtinction. 


e ab. 
yſtems | 


(23-3 
Inſtance of his Love and 
and 
Manifeſtation of Chriſt in the Fleſh,” Se. 
indication, Page 26.) the Reader is defired 
ic judge . 

But now, in the laſt Place, I am (Page 27.) 


Condeſcenſion to Man, the Sending 


Sreſented with an hard Text, for a Solution: 


Him being delivered the determined 
Counſel and Foreknowledge of God, ye 
have with wicked Hands crucified and 
# ſlain,” Acls ii. 23. That God determined 
p ſend Chriſt into the World, for the Good of 


Mankind, I deny not; but that this Text ſays 


We Mord about the Neceflity of his Death (on 
the Principles of theſe Men) farther than that 
t was the Will of God, to ſubmit his Son to 
Il a Sacrifice to the voluntary Hicrednes of the 
Jews, I nut and do deny; and put them on 
proper Proof, 

f Jews, here mention- 
&, ſeems rather to be an Argument againſt, 
Ban for Mr. ilſon. I allow moral Agents 
and Axes to be different. What I complain 
of is, thoſe Doctrines which, as I think, /ib- 
That God may alſo 
Fver-rule bad Men, and their Actions, for good,” 


freely allow; but ſee not the Application, in 


he Caſe before us. To over-7ule is, I think, 
to znterpoſe, to turn or divert a bad Scheme or 
Proceeding into ſomething better, if not quite 


the Reverſe. The Jews wickedly crucified 


our Lord : Wherein, Ipray, was this Wicked- 
neſs over-ruled, when it was not in the leaſt 
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interrupted ? The Wickedneſs of Men, which 


God ſometimes over-rules, is an Abuſe of the 


own Liberty, an entire Act of their own, and} 3 
not a Proceeding ab/olutely eſſential for the obi 
taining any grand Scheme of Providence. G 
e tempteth no Man ;”* and yet my Opponentp 1 
That Gop J 
not only tempted the Jews to deſtroy his Son ! 
but ſent him into the World for a Purpoſe . 
which could not be accompliſhed without the Al 1 
Now how tif ; 
it may be poſſible to ſtate a Caſe, wherein be; 
tween the W/i/dom of the Expedient, and thif 7; 


teach ſomething beyond this, VIS. 


fiſtance of their wicked Hands. 


Wickedneſs of the Inſtrument, there may be 1 


Contradiction, I ſhall not now ſtay to enquire 


Yet, it muſt ſurely be entertaining Notions ver 
repugnant to the Honour and Majeſty of Deity 
to think that Ends and Purpoſes of his own, it 
themſelves the mo/? holy and important, ca 


ſtand neceſſarily connected with wicked Means} | 


Means which would be an eternal Reproach t 
any temporal Concerns. I think, 


he hath commanded to his Creatures, it is, 0! 
the Rectitude of his Being, a ſtrong Preſunj 
tion, if not Demonſtration, againſt our Adver: 
ſaries Notion of Chriſt's Death. 
accountably ſurpriſing, that the very Thing 


(viz. Wickedneſs) which he was manifeſted i | 
de gre, ſhould be neceſſary, as a Means to bring” 


ii 


about 


if we admit 
it poſſible for God to accompliſh all his PurÞ Cone 
poſes by holy and righteous Meaſures, ſucha x. ; 


Is it not un- . 
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About this Deſtruction. What is this better 


i than Caſting out Devils by Belzebub the Prince 


Devils? 


As to the Refor mers being all to a Man against 


hz, in the Doctrine of an abſolute Atonement, 


I cannot help, or ſee why it is produced againſt 
2 ine. I am not entirely ſingular in my Senti- 

ment; and as I take this Doctrine to be what 
wants reforming, I thought it could not be 
wpertinent to mention the Reformation, and 
dhe Means by which it can only be advanced 
in the World. I appeal for Proof to the Vin- 
| Jication; and take, for the preſent, my Leave 


of Mr. Wilſon. 


I I have now ſomething to offer to the Re- 
| yerend Mr. Pickering. I have by me the Sub- 


| ſtance of ſeveral of his Sermons, preached 


againſt the Vindication : Some things being ei- 
ther the ſame, or near a-kin to Mr. Wilſon's 


Arguments, have received their Anſwer toge- 
ther with his, 1 

The Sermon I am now about to take under 
| Conſideration, was preached Sunday, October 
| By the Evening, at Sa/ter's- Hall, from the 


owing Words, Acts xx. 28. Take heed 
* therefore unto yourſelves, and to all the Flock 
* over which the Holy Ghoſt has made you 


-*. Overſeers, to feed the Church of God, 


ng. which he has purchaſed with his own 
15 „ Blood.“ Aae TORR TSA 
wy From theſe Words, Mr. Pickering has en- 


deavoured to prove © a God manifeſt in the 


og?" Fleſh, and purchaſing his Church with his 


12 « Own 
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% own Blood.” He was pleaſed to acknoy 1. 
ledge it to be, as to the Manner of it, a 0 main 
flery not to be comprehended ; and againſt tha 1. 
who deny it, to fling in the following prin; Perſo 
pal Difficulties. ft, “That we SET Asu Bent 
« the whole Witdom and Pertinency ofs I hop 
« MosA1c CEcoxomy, and ſeveral remak actio 
able Prophecies, that cannot be applied bf th 
JEsUs in a LOWER CHARACTER th Frienc 
ce that of a God nanifeſt in the Fleſh.” 20 have 

«© That the CHAEACTEROf JEsUs une Teacl 
« his HuManiTy, Mops, and Ix 2 Apoſt 
«© GRITY, is not to be accounted for on faſ 
* other Do trine, but that of his Divixi freely 
e and EQuALITY with the FATnrillln a 

Zaly, © That the Apoſtles who-converſed y Fecain 
e him, and were afterwards inſpired by duſtr). 
Hor v Gi 105T, very fully concur with prehe: 
“ Divinity, and the Atonement made by will b 
* Blood, which they aflert in the ſtrong Mr 
5 Terms, and by Words which, if underſi Diſco 
ein their plain Senſe and Meaning. cannot 4 Re 
“taken in any other Senſe.” athly, vi 
this Doctrine has been received, in a n © Ch 
c ner UNIVERSALLY, by all the Age done 
ANTIQU1TY, and the VARIOUS Sort an 

* Chriſtians, oN E SECT excepted,” Mentin 
laſtly, * That the Doctrine of an abſolute Atoice o 


(c 


cc 


cc 


ment made for Sin, is not evil in itſelf, And e 

* of pernicious Tendency; but draws afic their 

* where it is rightly underſtood and regard may 1 

ce the beſt and moſt valuable e their 
| 13 6 
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10: Theſe, I think, were the Subſtance of the 
ain Points then handled againſt me. 
thi I would not knowingly miſrepreſent any 
in; perſon, much leſs ſo candid and ingenious a 
11018 Gentleman as I have now to do with; yet, as 
f ot hope I am very induſtrious to give them Satis- 
na} faction, let me offer to every private Chriſtian, 
ed of the Sentiment I am oppoſing, a Piece of 
ti Friendly Advice, which I do not remember to 
2a Have often, if ever, heard from their own 
Teachers, vis. That (in Obedience to an 
i Apoſtolick Precept,“ Prove all things, and hold 
n faſt that which is c00d)”* they would read 
N 1 and impartially thoſe Arguments which, 
in a friendly Spirit, may be ur ged publickly 


Þeoainſt them : Otherwiſe all our Care and In- 
* { | to furniſh them with e and nobler Ap- 
ith prehenſions of the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, 


vill be abſolutely beſtowed in vain! 
ron Mr. Pickering, if J miſtake not, in a former 
FDiſcourſe, ſeemed to be of Opinion, bat 
4 F Religious Controverſy has been a Means to 
1 widen, rather than unite the Sentiments of 
Wie | * Chriſtians.” Perhaps it may ſometimes have 
hs this; but I beſeech him to conſider, how 
Vean and deſpicable a Thing is Uniformity of 
Sentiment, when 1t is only the Effect of Preju- 
Nice of Education, or of Eccleſiaſtical Sway: 
And alſo, that many Perſons have Doubts on 
their Minds, if not hererodox Sentiments, which 
may remain with, and diſtract them, even to 
their Hing Day, becauſe the Conftitation of 
. 

the 
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(78 . 
the Church, or Country they live under, will 
not permit them to exhibit their Thought! 
freely to the Publick, whereby a full Solrtin! 
and Eaſe of Mind might be attained, 


But what mighty Harm in different Opinions 
ſo long as Men think in the % Manner they 
are able; and do not think, or deal hardly with! 
each other, on this Account? Here Mr. Pic.) 
kering has taught a noble and excellent Leſſon 
of Charity, vis. © To diſtinguiſh the Mnf} 
from the Unbeliever; and tho' we diſagrecin| | 
** dentiment, to be Aid and good Neighbours | 


cc 


[4 


* 


and not throw a Veil over the amiable Part 
[4 


AR 


* Morality its due Honours.” But as Truth 
is ſtronger than Error, and has, I hope, the 5:/ 
Advocates on its Side, publick Controverſy ſhould, 


of our Neighbour's Character, but render to A 


Man, 
Di 


methinks, be no ſmall Advantage to her Cauſe. 
I believe, the chief Thing that has made . 
ſidels, and ſaihparted Infidelity, has been the ex- 


travagant Doctrines which fra!/, or aſpiring 


Men, have obtruded upon the Church, as tl} 


awweful Myſteries of Chriſtianity: And for op- 
poſing of which, many a pious and brave 


Man has {bed his Blood. It has been Entiu- 


Characters of Revelation, Truth, and Myſtery: 


It has been falfe fery Zeal, and Perſecution, in] 
ſupport of theſe Doctrines; together with the] 
vicious and impious Laws of the chief Actors 


in theſe blind and bloody Scenes of Cruelty and 


Superſtition, that has been the greateſt Stum- | 


bling-block to Mankind, and given the molt 
| "Tad 


fraſin, Abpfurdity, and Error, under the aflumed} hence 


Reve 


the L 


4 
4 


. „ 

ad, ſevere and laſting Stabs, to the Intereſts 
nd Succeſs of the pure and peaceable Goſpel 
H Chriſt. 
* 1 agree with Mr. Pickering, That if the 
| Fins of the Vindication be admitted, a- 
ainſt the Doctrine of an Atonement, and the 
Joctrine of a Trinity of Perſons, many ex- 


| teme Difficulties will ſeem immediately to oc- 
cur; but I can by no Means come into his Senti- 
* ment, that in order to avoid theſe Difficulties 
in} he has ſo fully urged, it is beſt to admit the 
Doctrine itſelf, of a God manife/? in the Fleſh, 
| and purchaſing his Church with his own Blood; 
and fo put the Difficulty in quite another Place, 

| 12. our Inability to perceive, or apprehend the 
| Manner of this great Myſtery. 


Did or could I wr ay it to be a M 1 


and not a Contradiction, I would gladly place 


the Difficulty here ; for I am no Enemy to 
real Myſtery : Yet let the Letter of Scripture 
be ever /o full, in Favour of what may be re- 
| duced to an ab/olute Contradifion, ſuch Texts 
mu: immediately take a Her Meaning; and 
Reaſon gives, to the prreſ? Modeſty, ſome Free- 
dom, in interpreting ſuch Texts. We are 


bence (the great Truths of all Natural and 


Revealed Religion conſenting, if not conſtrain- 


ing) emboldened to make a free, but candid 
interpretation of the Bible. 
allowed no further Liberty with the literal 


And! deſire to be 


denſe, than is agreeable to theſe Fundamentals, 


and the Reaſon on which we Proteſtants reject 


| i Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, in Oppoſition 
tO 


3 — 2 2 — — =. - 


_ wiſe, not only Difficulties, but ContradictionÞ | 


ment of a Dependence or Subordination, as # 
Creature; while, in other Places, we find hin 


fame Mouth, ſtanding in ſuch direct Contra 


may rather think our Saviour ſpoke at higheſt only as an An 


(80 F 
to the plain Words of our Saviour, urged bi 
the Romaniſis; © This is my Body.” * TH sn 
Eaſtern Language, it is ſaid, was full ani 
pompous, and ran much in the ſuperlatin|® 
Strain; and whoever would acquire a prope 
Meaning of ſome Paſſages, muſt make du vu 
Abatements. 4 

Lallow, in regard to our: Saviour, two Nu 
tures muſt, in /ome Senſe, be admitted; other 


ax 
ma 
p. 
WAY 
20 
3 
AE 
* 


will neceſſarily enſue; and it will be impoſſibſ | 
to make common Senſe of many Paſſages i 
the Goſpel : For Inſtance, as Mr. Pickerinf” 
oblerved, our Saviour, in ſeveral Places, pa 
and acts as a God, without any Acknowledþ* 


ſpeaking quite the contrary, And as there at 
ſuch numerous Paſſages proceeding from th 


to each other, as not to be poſſibly true of on 
ſingle or individual Being, we are neceflari) 
led to this Acknowledoment, that to of 
Lord 7efus Chrift there did belong two Son: 
things: And it is the Deſign of my neu 

pott 
| Ft. Mark xiv. 22. | | 
+ It is poſſible my Hlypoth:/is may be rejected by ſome, who 


baſſador or Repreſentative of his Father; and that his Know 
ledge was all derived from above; and the Power which ai 
tended him, in the Working of Miracles, 10 more his out 
Power than that which wrought the Miracles ſaid to be don 
by the Apoſtles, which was the Power of God inwi/i51y * 
erted. We do not ſuppoſe St. Peter was really inveſted wing 
8 | a Pour 
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ed b 5 Hypotheſis, now near at hand to be revealed, to 
Tu ſhew preciſely what theſe 7200 Natures were: 
and If this be pretty clearly ſet forth, the Doctrine 


of a Trinity of Perſons, and of a God manifeſt 
drop the Fleſh, and purchaſing his Church with his 
e du vun Blood, will be found abſurd and impoſſible, 
and all Mr, Prckering's Difficulties be eaſily re- 
o NA moved; tho' I have been forced in the pre- 


other xcding Pages to take no ſmall Pains to intro- 


latin 


« 
4 
* 


Hon duce this Hyporheſis by entering into the Doc- 
offi trine of the Trinity, and muit for the fame 


eaſon ſay a little more. 


ges 1 5 

rern] The Words of the Text, Purchaſing his 
bea Church with his own Blood,” Sc. cannot 
vledeÞÞpoſiibly be Perally underſtood. I believe 


r. Pickering will at once allow, that an infi- 


„ ad; 2 ; | 
nite and omnipreſent Spirit, without Body, Parts, 


1 hin 
dr Paſſions, can have no Blood to ſhed; and al- 


re a 
n tho, that what ſeems to be here ſciled God's ton 
tra Blood, is the very fame which is elſewhere ſtiled 


f on e Blood of the Covenant ; to which Expreſſion 
ſlariſf ie Son of God ſtands cloſely connected (which 
ou it once leads us from an Infinite Being to the 
Som Humanity of our Saviour); and that Chriſt's 
7 nevi 4 | 
thei a Power to ſtrike Auanias and Sapphira dead; but that God 
00) oy 
/ | In/pired the Apoſtle to pronounce Seatence, and he (God) him- 
elf immediately executed it. To conſider, I fay, our Lord 


1, mm 5 
oy a in chis Light, tho' it may ſeem to fall ſhort of the plain Import 
of / vera] Prophecies, many Expreſſions of our Saviour, and 


Know- ; 
ien a f Doctrines of the Apoſtles, would nevertheleſ; to common 
I eaſon be, as I think, infinitely more reconcileable, than our 


de dot [Opponents Doctrine of Three, Diftin?, Divine Perſons in the 

4 . 4 and therefore I would at preſent ſooner abide by 

4 5 Notion, than embrace their myſterious and imaginary 
Apprehenſions of what they do not in the leaſt underſtand. 


Power 
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d tures, the Godbead and the Manhood, wed: 


682) F 
Blood is; by way of Relationſhip and Emi 
nence (but not literally) ſtiled God's ozon Blot © 

There were, moſt certainly, two diſtinct In. ret 
telligences ſome how belonging toChriſt, com har 
monly reckon'd a Divine and Human Nature ſurc 
no abſolutely incorporated with each other, leſs 
made one Perſon ; their Union could never com aſſe 
found, or deſtroy, or mix the Effence of end Th. 
other; no Power whatever can make the D 
dine become in the leaſt Degree Human, or th 
Human at all become the Divine; as they mu 
do, to be made one Perſon : 'Theſe are Ni 
tures, between which, in this high Senſe, the ſion, 
is an Eternal Diſunion. Tho” the Aſembl: 
Confeſſion of Faith (CH. viii. P.21.) has her 
palmed on the Church as great an Impoſſib 
lity as that beiore mention'd, in relation t 
Fore-Ordination and Free- Agency : It tells u 
That two whole Perfect and Diſtinct N. 


“ inſeparably joined together in one Peron 
** without Che rien, Compoſition, or Con fuſon 

Two Men, placed at an hundred Mi 
Diſtance from each other, might as truely þ 
ſaid to meet in the Mid-way without Motion 
as for this ſtrange Oneneſs to be effected wii 
out Converſion or Compoſition. It is not of 
ly impoſſible to mix eſſentially Finite and If He 


Finite together; but, the very Reaſon why (b or 
fore the ſuppoſed Union of the Divine with H Bo 
Human Nature) the Divinity did exiſt di we 
from theHumanity, was, Becauſe it was neff one 


* ther converted into, nor compounded with tl 
« Human 


+ 
8 

2 
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on ( 33 ) 
%%%; © Human.” So that one would think, theſe 
In. reverend Fathers were reſolved not to be behind 
om. hand with the Romani/ts, in the Article of Ab- 
ture ſurdities; for theſe few Words are big with no 
r, off leſs than 2e glaring Iinpoffibilities: /, They 
con aſſert an Union in itſelf impoſiible ; and, 2%, 
cad That this Union was effected without thoſe 
DMeans (viz. Converſion or Compoſition) by 
r the weh only it was poſſible, ſuch a Union could 
muff be effected: Tis aſſerting a Change without an 
N Alteration; and is as great a Piece of Confu- 
thereon, as ever blind Bigot obtruded upon the 
zb World, in the darkeſt Ages of Ignorance, Su- 
s hen perſtition, and Idolatry. 
oſſii I admit the Pre-Exiſtence and great Dignity 
ion of the intelligent Part of our Saviour, his ex- 
11s uf cellent Glory before the World began, and that 
t N this Expreſſion, a Body haſt thou prepared me, 
wer z plainly the Declaration of this intelligent 
der fo fart, which was a Spirit, and had Dominion 
ffn ver the Body, to which it was united: This 
Mis one Nature, and the other, entirely diſtinct 
iely Prom this, was the very Godbead, or the Eter- 
lotion? Spirit. 


with My Hypotheſis then is this: © That, as con- 
zot off trary Things proceeded out of the ſame 


nd IF HolyLips, the Divine Being and the Human, 
ay (by or rather intelligent Part of our Saviour, 
3th t BoTH $POKE by the SAME MovuTh, and 
diſti were therefore not 7ww9 Natures joined in 
nes one, but to Agents, in themſelves intirely 
vith H Aſtinct, uſing the ſame Holy Mouth.” 
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( 34 ) | 

When the Eternal Spirit actuated the Perſon 

of our Lord, it was in ſome extraordinary In- 

ſtances perhaps no more than a mere Machine, 

into which Notion all his Expreſſions, which 
affirm ab/olute Godhead, muſt be reſolved; 

muſt the others, which infer him to be nh» a 


Creature, into the created intelligent Part: 


Thou gh ſome Inſtances of his extraordinary 
Knowledge may, if you pleaſe, be reſolved 
into eee, Communications from the Fa. 
ther to the Sen, in the ſame Manner as the 
Prophet Eliſba could tell his Servant Gehazi 


where he had been, Some Things there were, 


which might be re{lved into a delegated Kiou- m. 


ledge; yet there are others, where àbſolute God. 


bead is affirmed ; and 10 De of his Godhead 


made, to ſome who enquired of him concern- 
ing it, which, as Mr. Pickering obſerved, it 
might be difficult to reconcile with the Humanity, 


Modeſiy, and Integrity of our Saviour, if ut re: 


confider him only as a Propbet. 


Common Prophets, as I apprehend, were f 
inſpired, and ſent on certain Meſſages, as jre 
Beings, who had it in their Power, and ſome- 
limes in their Jnclinations too, to act contrary Þ 
to theſe Miſſions; as is manifeſt from the In- 
ſtance of Jonah, and perhaps ſome other Pi- 


Phets. But the Caſe I believe was in many In. 


ſtances with our Lord quite the reverſe,* and 


the 


] am not by this intending to make the Perſon of Chrill, 
the intellige nt and human Part, united in every Inſtance, or n 
the main an zntire abſolute Machine. I doubt not but the 


omittir 


r devia 
er, | iP 
kviolah 
ſometime. 


affect n 


Commands of the Father were, on the be/? and pureſt gre . 
obey 
/ 


F: ( 85) 
he «whole Perſon entirely at the Diſpoſal of 


{on 

In- We Eternal Spirit; though all the Myſteries ef 
ine, Is Perſon, independent of this Obſervation, 
nich rome ea and plain, upon this Hypotheſis, 
as Nich does not conſider #99 Natures in Chriſt, 
ly t the Divine and the Human to be as en- 
27t: Nely diſtinct in themſelves, as are the Spirit 
nary God and the Mind of Man, only theſe tavo 
lved Nſtinct Agents uſing the /ame Mouth, The 
Fa. Game Mouth which ſaid I and my Father are 
the N, faid alſo, My Father is greater than J. 
haz; Mow the Perſon ſpeaking in the i, can ne- 
ere, ſer be the ſame as /poke in the latter; yet they 


made uſe of the ſame Mouth: And this Me- 
thod of accounting for the Myſtery, removes 
W Difficulties, as to the Manner of © a God ma- 
kifeſt in the Fleſh ;” which, as it is ſo far made 
Wain as not to involve any Contradiction, may 
Radily be admitted, and will, I hope, appear 
jeaſonable to the common Apprebenſion of ſerious 
Readers, at all tolerably well verſed in the 
pubject. HS 
> That Jeſus was in ſome Inſtances (not only 
one. is Mouth, but his whole Perſon) under the 
ſolute Sway and Dominion of Deity, ſeems 
appear from a very particular Text in St. 
Mark, Then the Spirit driveth him into the 


eyed by the Son; yet on this wery extraordinary Occafion, 
and Wmitting it to be merely poſible for our Saviour to contradict 
the deviate greatly in any Thing from the Commands of his Fa- 
ber, I ſee no Abſurdity in ſuppoſing, that to keep pure and 
:v1olable ſo extraordinary a Meſſage, Omnipotence itſelf might 
nete, though perhaps very rarely, be exerted. But this 
ects not the main Argument, e GE 
Wit 


obey 


and ſometimes the created intelligent Part jp, 7 


ſpeak through the Mouth, But how far dial Ai 


66 1 
Wilderneſs : * This looks like arbitrary Atuaty gh; 
and Sway. 7 


The Divine Spirit {poke and acted Someting 0 


acted, and ſuffered only : We have many 1 
ſtances of both Kinds: Of the latter, amons | 
many others, may be reckoned his Prayer a evi 
Agony in the Garden; as well as his Sufferin; “ 

on the Croſs; unleſs we would involve znexill 4 
cable Abſuraities: For, as to the Godbead, | & 
could neither pray nor fer, though at al ! 
tain Times it might actuate the Perſon, al“ 


is this from Mr. Pickering's Doctrines! The Mi 
indeed did /uffer and die; but was the a 6 
God in the leaſt Degree made one with th 5 
Being who prayed in the Garden, and ſuffer 
on the Croſs? Will the moſt /anguine Trinity 
rian preſume to fay this, That an Almighty ary 
Infinite Being can poſſibly undergo any Chang 
or ſuffer the lea Diminution of his Happinckþy 
Yet /arely thele Words were true, and thi 
Agonies real: But who was it that uttered © 
one, and endured the other, but the created ng 
telligent Part, with the human united ? 7 

Tre one ever living and true God it could i Ra 
no ſenſe be; for 'twas to that one ſupreme Be Reg 
ing our Lord adareſſed himſelf : And what novfſhut 
is become of the infinite Being, that was to ſuffe e. 
and ſatisfy Divine Juſtice, or of the Tfinity d 1 
the Satisfaction? 58 


* St. Mark, i. 12. 


Thi 5 


Is, no doubt, preſent with the Perſon of 
 @briſt, to /uccour and /upport him under all his 
rings, Temptations, and Agonies, The Ne- 

@lity of admitting the Truth of my Hypotheſis, 
| &@ a 7w00-fold Agency, or two diſtinct Agents, 
evident, not only from the foregoing Obſer- 
tions on the Trinity, but will further appear 
wm conſidering the palpable Abſurdities that 
hu from that Doctrine, which ſuppoſes the 


it cel erſon of our Lord to be Divine, and made up 
?, OF of the Divine and Human Nature united: It is 
diſaf gin, that ſome of the Expreſſions mentioned 


ove, which evidently denote two diſtinct Agents, 
e auf muſt be abſolutely falſe of one of theſe Agents: 
What is ſaid which belongs only to the Crea- 
Are, muſt be oppoſite to the Divinity; and 


What is claimed and aſſerted as God, can ne- 


22 


ty auer be true of the Creature: And being, as is 
hang Appoſed, both united into one Perſon, our Sa- 
pines our is made to inculcate and affirm Cuntradic— 
the ons for Truth. W 

9 Can Mr. Pickering carry his Ideas of this 
ed Il 


Fererable Myſtery one Jot beyond this eaſy and 

tional Account of it, without involving Con- 

uld Wtraditions ? Why ſhould we pay ſo awfull a 

e Be Regard to the mere Name of Myſtery, as to 

t non ſput our Eyes, and refuſe to ſee in ſo eaſy and 

 ſufte ions a Caſe ? —_ 

211) 0 The extraordinary Poſſeſſans of ſome Perſons 
by evil Spirits, of which we read in the New 
Heſtament, may ſerve to prove this Notion of 
1 mine, 


1 
33 
* 
; 7 


„ 4 

mine, not altogether ſo wild and extravagant] 43 
ſome may imagine. There is Reaſon tog 
lieve, that in 7heſe Poſſ-ſfions the evil Spirit ſpa f 
by the Mouth of the Man. The Devils h = 
our Saviour; they trembled, and were, againf 
their Wills, obliged to ſubmit to his Auth 3 
ity: And as they ſometimes uſed the Mouth 3 
of the Perſon poſſeſſed, at other Times th 
cloſed them up; and were then called dumb Y 
wvils : At leaſt we have one Inſtance of this ki 
where the Man ſpoke after he was diſpoſſe\Þ 
of the Devil, though he could not utter Þ'F: 
Word before; and why may not the Mouth 
well as the whole Body be under the immedi Ne: 
Actuation and Sway of the ſupreme Being tak 
a good Purpoſe, as of an evil Spirit for a 
one? We read, that when certain prophag 
Perſons preſumed to call over the Names Wt 
Jeſus and Paul, in order to diſpoſſeſs an ei 
Sprrit, the evil Spirit anſwer d, Jeſs I knoy 
* and Paul I know, but who are ye? Al 
immediately the Man in whom the evil TRE 
e rit was, leaped on them, and overcame then 
* and prevailed againſt them, and they f 
* out of that Houſe, naked and wounded. 
If the evil Spirit could wield the whole Boy) G 
with ſuch Succeſs againſt /e Men, mud 
more might the Tongue be at its Command, 47 1 
We read, Luke xi. 14, that our Lord . * 
out a Devil, and it was dumb. And it can 5 ing 
zo paſs, when the Devil was gone out, the Dun ba: Pl: 


Jpake. In Poſſeſſions, tis believed the Dewi E ſther 
* As xix. 15, 16. at . Ere / 


oy 
* 6 
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4 (89) 
a ſeldom to be dumb; and that when they 
. ſpeak, it was by the Mouths of the Perſous 
Mo whom they were enter'd ; for had the 
einge of evil Spirits in Men, been only arti- 
ate Sounds formed within, without the Uſe 
che external Organs of the Mouth and Tongue, 
Hough the Devil might be in /t Senſe dumb, 
Tt the Perſon poſſeis'd might have the Uſe of 
| thc Organs of Speech. But when we read 
Ic the Man was poſſeſſed with a dumb Devil, 
A that on his being caſt out, the Dumbo /pake; 
is plain the evil Spirit had cid i the Mouth 
T& the Man, and that 'twas by tbe Mouth the 


edu Arvils uſed to ſpeak. The Devil was damb in 
19 fl ect to the ſame Mouth by which the Man 
a after the Devil was expelled: And this 
Pha Wves, that a human Soul and an evil Spirit, 
nes gh di/tinf? Agents, did nevertheleſs make 
n cl 


& of the /ame Organs of Speech. But (tho 
Ws is ſo plain) admit nothing of it were prove- 
e from Scripture, I think my Cauſe form- 
lie enough, without the Aid borrowed from 
ce. 

eg Our Saviour declares, © I have Power to lay 
down my Life, and to take it up again: 
Na this be meant, in any tolcrable Senſe, of 
mud Pod dying? I think not, becauſe tis a cer- 
nd. = Maxim in Philoſophy, that nothiug can pro- 
d cal We nothing: Could you ſuppoſe no intelligent 
cn; now to exiſt, twould be a//olutely im- 
Du": any ſuch Being ſhould ever exitt at all. 
Den er every thing muſt have been eternal, or 
Fre nuſt have been from a Eternity one ſu— 


uſet L 3 preme, 


7 
or 
* J 
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Places at once? What then could that Son 


( 90 ) BM 
preme, ſelfgexiſtent Being; from whoſe pn, £ 
and Pleaſure all the others have derived if 
Exiſtences: And the latter is, I doubt, not? . 
very Truth of the Caſe, which I would 1. 8 
every Man reverently to believe, as I my 
very ſincerely profeſs to do. © 
How far the intelligent Part of our San, 
was capable of ve- entering into, and aninu 
his Body in the Sepulchre, I cannot ſay; 
from the New Teflament it ſeems rather tog 
pear, that our Lord was raiſed from the Dj 
by the mighty Power of the Father, or ll 
Divinity exerting itſelf for the Performaneſ 
ſo ſtupendous a Miracle. ” 
Mr. Pickering was pleaſed to call for an 
plication of the following Scripture : John i, 
** And no Man hath aſcended up to Hen 
© but he that came down from Heaven, e 
the Son of Man which is in Heaven.“ II 
it may be hard to explain every Text a * 
Men of Ingenuity may be pleaſed to point 
yet the great Fundamentals of all natural and 
vealed Religion, once fixed, no Interpretat : 3 
can be admitted in Violation of ſach a f 
Standard. But let me aſk Mr. Pickering i 
was meant by the Son of Man who came dH 
From Heaven? Is it the Humanity? If fo, If 
will this agree with the Scripture, a Bol 0 
thou prepared me : Or again, how could i 
poſſible for our Saviour's Body to be in 


Man be, who vat both in Heaven and on El « 
at tne fame Time? Truly nothing leſs than 
Diving up . 


Poll Divinity, who fills all Space, and is here, from 
V Ws AP ration of the Humanity, by a very remote 

| Woure of Speech, ſtiled the Son of Man, If 
4 R is be a wrong Explication, I ſhould, in re- 
Irn for my Pains and Sincerity, be glad to ſee 


N pe that is more clear and conſiſtent. If in- 
ed Heaven be reſolved into State rather than 
1 ace, the created intelligent Part might be in- 


ided; but this I take to be more forced and 
W1matural than the other, 


* Are not we told, that the Fullne/s of the 
or adbead dwelt bodily in Chriſt: Now is this 
ane Iſſible (ſtrictly ſpeaking) to be true, that an 

inite and omnipreſent Being can be any more 
an yntracted to a certain Spot, than be annihilated : 
,ir Hl he plain Meaning then muſt be, that he was 
Terk WW! fually preſent, as an Agent actuating (tho 
„e ſtint from) the Peron or Humanity of our 


Ford 
' TR”... . : 
wh Again, How mult we interpret a Text in 
ou e Revelations? I am the Firſt and the Laſt, 
ana am he that liveth and was dead.“ Now 


in Mr. Pickering aver, that God the Infinite 


dean pirit was really dead? Is it not rather to be 
o wil &lolved into my Hypotheſis, or (as obſerved 
„ ove) a remote Figure of Speech, arifing 
o, em the Relation which the Divinity, who ne- 
er could die, was pleaſed to ſtand in to the Hu- 


Ui boanity of our Lord, which did die. 

L obſerved one Attempt of Mr. Pickering, 
on e prove diſtinci Perſons in the Trinity, col- 
„ ecded from the firſt Chapter of St. John In 


hant * * R wv. k 17, 18. 
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obliged to have recourſe to the literal Sen 


 difline? from himelf, I leave for wiſer He 
could be diveſted of his Wiklom and Pow E 


„9 f 
© the Beginning was the Word, and thewlt 
* was with God, and the Word was Gl 
That Cauſe muſt ſurely be very weak, which 


a Text of Scripture, which, ſhould it beg 
mitted, will, at the fame time it "i 
Doctrine, pull down anotber; for if it ag 


„ er e 
1 2 8 * 
— 0 
4 * 
A. "ai 63. 1 
of of . 8 


1 Diſtinctneſs of Perſons, it muſt do the id 


ſame of Eſſences: But let us look to the I 
itſelf, and we ſhall ſoon find an eaſy Exp 
tion of this mighty My/tery. Tho', as Mr. 28 
kering argues, to BE the Thing, and wi rug 
the Thing, are different, yet this cannot be] t 
lowed as he takes it, becauſe a Thing whe 


15 but one, cannot be ITSELF, and wir 
ſelf at the fame time; and this apparent 1 


ſurdity obliges us to look a little further fort 
Meaning of this Paſſage: And if, in the Toh 
brought from the Revelations above, two Thi 
ſeem to be affirmed of the ſame Being, wilt 


cannot both be true, viz, that he who 1s cal: = 


firſt, that is God, was ſubjected to Death; vſ 
may not the ſame Liberty be taken with i % 
of St. Jobn? But further, our Saviour is {1 
the dom of Gad, and the Power of God, 
at ham he made the World, Now how G 
Wiſdom and Power, which are Attributes in 
parable to his Being, can be ſtiled a Peri 


than mine to determine ; for ſuppoſing 6 


(which is impoſſible) and exiſt without eithg f 
yet Wiſdom and Power are only Attribut 5 


Wohl * 
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hich always ſuppoſe an Eſſence to which 


e W. 

Gor ey belong, but can by no means of themſelves 
hickW@&n/titute a Perſonality. That God's Wiſdom 
ene ind Power were manifeſted in the Perſon and 
be $&{ppearance of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is of 
We Apprebenſion ; but that mere Wiſdom and 


 arþeÞPoreer could take Fleſh, does not ſeem altoge- 
he her ſo certain: And the Attributes of Deity, 
1c The Wiſdom and Power of God exerted or put 
xv Worth into Action, in the ſtupendous Works 
lr. Pf Creation, may, in a very low and compa- 
TH native Senſe be ſtiled God, much better (J think) 
t be han it is in our Power to conſider or under- 


Wü tand this Wor p, which is here ſaid to have 
TAI faken Fleſh, to be a Perſon diſtin from God's 
nt Eſſence and Attributes, Soth taken together. Let 
for bim that diſapproves this Explication, ſhew its 


e Te Inſufficiency by rendering a better. 
Thi As Mr. Pictering would fain make a Myſtery 
Wh ef © a God manitelt in the Fleſh, purchaſing 
led the Church with his Blood,“ fo to ſupport 
; wes Pha of Miſtery, he inſtanced in the Caſe 
th et God's Infinity; which no Man is able fully 
5 tif do comprehend. But how does this illuſtrate 
70d, the Matter, when the Doctrine of © a God 
Gf ſhedding his Blood” is, becauſe impoffible, 
e manifeſt and palpable Abſurdity, while the 
me Reaſon which teaches me his, tells me 


Peri 
Hei alſo, that zhere is an eternal and infinite Being; 
and 4%, that it is impoſſible I ſhould fully 
Dou comprehend him. But yet, the mere Suppo- 
eith@ition, that 20 ſuch Being does exiſt, is, in my 
ibutf8Notron, the ſame Sort of Cntradiction, which 
whe ſcems 


ſeems to hang on the Doctrine © of a God ry, . 
e nifeſt in the Flgſh, purchaſing his Chu 8 
* with his own Blood.” This Doctrine, i. 
miſtake not, Mr. Pickering is willing to ref 
the Determination of 7o 4 future Time, as | 
is alſo the other of Infinity. Now I am in, ! 
ned to think, the former, as tis generally mai, 
tained, inſtead of enhancing our Admiratix 3 
and Devotion hereafter, will appear @ pal“ 
Abſurdity : And the latter may not perhaps“ 
ſo much better comprehended than it is nw 3 
for though our Knowledge may, for aught w 3 
know, be increaſed hereafter, yet, as between 
| Deity, and the highe/t and happieſt Orderis % 
intelligent Beings, poſſible to be created, the 
MUST oF NECESSITY bean znfinite Diſparit 
no ſuch Being will, in any State at all, be er 
able to comprehend Infinity. . 

And now, if what is advanced concerningti 
Trinity, or my Hypothefrs be true, and the l 
count of this myſterious Matter will bear th 


Teſt; it is evident, that all ſimilar In/tance: 1 ry 
the Writings of the Apoſtles concerning tl In 


Blood of God, and diſtinct Perſonality of d g 
Saviour, will, and muſt, immediately reſoly 7 b 75 
themſelves into the ſame Senſe and Signs Þ 
cation. 1 
And the ſtrongeſt of the Old Teſtament Pri 1, 
dictions, in reſpect to this Matter, will likewis 
be ſubject to the ſame Interpretation : O — 
ſpoke of a Thing fo come; the other ſpoke q 


it when paſt : And as this Event did really hs 55 
pen, and we have a full Account of it, tha .. 


thus 
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As Sink muſt give us the Meaning both of the 
ur ophets and Apoſtles. 
On the other hand, for I am loth to en- 


3 Arge unneceſſarily, ſhould Mr. Pichering, or 
Wii y other Perſon (for I love Truth ſo dearly, 
Incl, wy 3 1 

. Fat I care not from whom it comes) be able, 
_ &y ſound Reaſon and fair Argument (by any 
re Wcthod of arguing, which may not be as eafily 
= Wplicd in ſupport of Tranſubtantration) to ſet 
* Wy Doctrine and Hypotheſis aſide, and give 


We a better in its Room, 7 7hink I am open to 
Tonviction, and ready to receive the Truth in 


15 t Love of it: And the Prophecies of the Old 
7 8 Teſtament, and Doctrines of the Apoſtles in 
, De New, will naturally center in his or their 


wetter Senſe of the Matter. Till this is done, 
I muſt creave Leave to think, that the brody 
Bacrifices both before and under the Law, tho 
hey might be Hyical of our Saviour's laying 
gown his Life, yet could never point at this 
, Event, in any Senſe, in its own Nature, ab- 


© Oe 


855 1 1 rd and contradictory. 

7 I In like manner (granting the moſt) what 
175 Hey are pleaſed to urge, concerning the uni- 
or” wer/al Profeſſion of this Doctrine, through all 
Sen, the Ages of Antiquity, will amount to no ſo- 

p. Id Argument. Truth has an intrinſick Ex- 
gu gellence and Beauty, which looks with Diiſdain 

i n the mere Voice of the Multitude : She is, 
* indeed, charming and attractive in herſelf, and 
b bs to dwell with the Sons of Men; but 


Forns to pride herſelf upon that Strength only, 
think 1 which the moſt damnable Here es have often 
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Knowledge and Candour to inſiſt on this A 


Opponents, as Men of irrepreachable Piety ap 


fled for Refuge; Tradition, Time, and Nun; 


ber. Mr. Pickering, J am ure, has too mul 


gument. 1 
I come, in the /af? Place, to conſider this 
Conſequences of the Doctrine I have been qi 
poſing: Mr. Pickering is of Opinion, © 1 
* Conſequences are good, particularly in ty 
«© Reſpects: Firſt, That if Gop has ſhewn h 
« Hatred to Sin, in ſending ſo GREAT a Pei 
« ſon to atone for: it, every true Believer mu! 
« think of Sin wah the greateſt Abhorrencef . 
&* Secondly, If God has forgiven me, who ha , 
«20 GREATLY oftended againſt his Lavk* 
ec how ought I to roRGIVE my Fellorj 
% Creatures, and render them all the Service} 
te in my Power. 

That this is Mr. P:ckering's Way of Thin 
ing and Behaving, Ihave not the leaſt Doubt 
and next to holding good Principles, is the rei 
ſoning right from evil ones. 

It is with great Reluctance, Humanity, 1 
Tenderneſs of Spirit, that I find myſelf oblizel 0 5. 
to be, on this Head, exceeding free. To t Th 
flect on Principles, becauſe of the Wickednel 4 . 
of ſome of their Profeſſors, is, I confeſs, ex Þ 4 
tremely weak, baſe, and fallacious; but whe th- 
evil Behaviour ſeems to be the natural F-ui! oi | 5 
Principle, the Cale is different. F ca 

There are many Perſons of this Faihſſ "x7 
for whom I have a ſtrong perſonal Regard. Þ fb | 
look on both the Reverend Gentlemen, mf = 


A 


* 
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"i ur ; and for theſe Reaſons it was, I mad: 

to ſelect them, in the preſent Controverſy: 

| a But they will forgive me when I fay, the Re- 

of all tbis ſeems to be the genuine Effec 
their 1 1 5 And therefore, in this re- 

ec, I muſt beg Leave to be wery free, like a 

13 Wichful Operator, to make deep Incifions, and 

Babe to the Bottom, that ſo I may, if poſſible, 


errors; My Deſign i is their Good, and to root 


mie Pr ever out of the World, fac deſtructive 
I Principles. Thoſe then, who lead pure and 
"1 Wright Lives, and have never yet perceived 
a 


he bad Tendency of their Principles, may (as 
[+ any pious Perſons have done) be taught to 
hold them in à new Light, and, perhaps, 
A them an everlaſting and indignant Adjeu ; 


Poctrines to have full Sway in their Actions, 
Pay be expoſed, as they deſerve: And it is 
1 c aritably hoped, ſome of them will be alarm- 


7 


Ne a Man of this Principle: © 0 i knew thee, 


teff BF that thou waſt an hard (an arbitrary) Man, 
140 reaping where thou haſt not ſown, and 
gathering where thou haſt not ſtrewed. 
ll le argued and behaved, as a Man very natu- 
u b might do, who believed all Things to be 


| Fixed, by an tonal uncinditional Decree. It is 
an E Pbſervable, however, that tho' his Faith in 
Jul; N I God, 


hibit this Picture in its native Horrors and 


iS ahiers.- who ſuffer the. Effects of ſuch 


* | el and terrified, at the Impizty of their Prin- 


he wicked and unprofitable Servant, ſpoken 
. fin the Parable of the Talents, reaſoned- Julk 


IE Rong ve Ab — 
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God, as a ſovereign arbitrary Being, was 
truly Orthodox, yet for Want of good Wo!“ 
«© he was bound Hand and Foot, and caſt inn ; 
ce utter Darkneſs.” [1 
T doubt not, but ſome of the 20. pious Prop Þ. 
feſſors of this Doctrine will reap an immo 
Harveſt of Joy hereafter, becauſe they are fu Þ; 
cere, and act uprightly : Nor do I queſtion bu } 
that they love the Creation of God unfeignedh 
and make it as happy as is in their Power uf 
do; but they have, no doubt, the Grace «| 
God, which, as it proceeds from the FountailÞ | y 
of all Goodneſs, has its genuine Effects d 
Pity, Tenderneſs, and Charity, which, joinelÞ 5, 
to a natural Opennei and Benevolence of Mind Þ &; 
| ſecretly corunterworks the Power of their Prin. ] 
ciple; yet, in the mean time, a meek un- 
prejudiced Heart may as well feel, as unbiaſsiÞg 
Reaſon muſt confeſs, the Doctrines of the 
Men to be a cruel Falſhood, tho' they may / 
far miſtake the Caſe, as to aſcribe the In. 
Huence of Grace to /þecial Election. On the Me 
other hand, a Man, who is impiouſly diſpoſed B 
to take Advantage of theſe Principles, will, ah 
many of them do, reaſon and behave in a quit: I a 
different Manner; and give the greateſt Scope 
and Licence to the Paſſions. A Man that |, 
under a ſolemn Tie of Fear and Duty to his let @ 
Creator, that (becauſe of Sin here) dreads his In- 
dignation hereafter, has the ſtrongeſt Motive: 
to become and continue a good Man ; but he 
who believes his Behaviour here will have 7 
Influence 


ET nfuence on his eternal State hereafter, which 


be is ſure, in his own Mind, will be that of 
| Kernal Life (having, beſides, the ſame natu- 
al Paſſions and Prapenſities with others) can— 
er be under the fame Tie and Economy of 
Þ Ficty and Reſtraint, but may, on his own Prin- 
\ Gples, ſerve God and Mammon, or rather, be 

&: Heir of both Kingdoms. 7 
The great Mr. Locks was of Opinion, 
That Atbeiſts, as they cannot give good Secu- 

ty to Government for the Rectitude of their 
Actions, are hardly worthy of an equal and 
emmon Protection from Government: Yet, I 
think, he was rather too ſevere. 
Atheiſm is a terrible Principle; and tho' it 
"© may be imagined, that ſome have imbibed 
ind retained it to their dying Day, it is yet to 
t hoped, that Conſcience does ſometimes read 
y/N nem, in private, an aweful and ſerious Lec- 
re, and make them even /hudder and tremble, 
eſt they ſhould make in the End; and, in- 
rad of dropping into a State of Non-intelli- 
ce, be compelled to render a /trif Account 
lo an aweful and incenſed Fudge, at whoſe Diſ- 
boſal are the Conditions of all his Creatures. 
doch an awakening Sentiment as this may be 
ſome Service to Piety and Virtue; whilit, 
In- the other hand, he who is ſure that there is 
1G Cd, and that he is unalterably on his Side ; 
Wat his Sins are waſhed away uy the Blood of 
Lamb, and Chriſt his Surety has done all 
& him without him, and prepared the Wed- 
b2-garment of his9w72 Righteouſneſs to cloath 
_— 2 him 


* 
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him withal; what mighty Obligations can ud 
a Man be under, to lead a Life of Piety a 
Holineſs, with a View to pleaſe his den / 
when neither his bad Deeds can make hi} 
more hateful in God's Sight, or his good on 
more acceptable? It is in Chriſt only, that Gy 
is well pleaſed ; and he that thinks good N 
will prove an Increaſe of the Divine Favour, Mn: 

undervaluing and affronting the Merits of! 
crucified Saviour (upon whom alone we a 
taught all muſt be placed) and des not undi 
ſtand how to take due Advantage of the Dx 
trine of Election. R 
Upon this Principle, then, Man may ſecurd 
take an uncontrouled Seving in the Gratifc| | 
tion of every darling Luft and Paſſion. H lich t 
that knows his Election to be wnconditioullf if 


may very naturally deſpiſe all Conditions. Hive, 
man Policy, indeed, may prompt ſome NM F Re 
11118 of theſe Principles to act well, for their or Laus, 
1 Intereſt and Reputation: But has not an Aber m 
ll as good Right to this Plea? and may he * too 
1118 be ſuppoſed as careful to reap the ſame Mete 
4138 vantages from its Influence? There is ohen 
l 1 little Difficulty, which theſe Gentlemen do fafted 
1188 ſeem ever to have fully ſurmounted ; and ding 
1 is, if the Blood of Chriſt has abſolutely does 
1/8 the whole for them, what Senſe or Benefit capnage 
Ll there be in a Mediator? This, tho! it paſs f d R 
Myflery with them, common Reaſon has anothWondu 
Name for. On our Principle, indeed, which I h. 


conſiders the whole (Economy of Man's Sag wi 
tion as conditional, the Office of a Mediat: 
| an” 


( 101 ) 


n Doctrine of great Benefit and Importance, 


could be glad, that all who profeſs their 
lb, were righteoufly ſimple, and did not be- 
aa the natural T endency of their Principle, 
I'S cake Licence from it; yet I have ſeen, with 
Egret, /ome Perſons, who have underſtood 
d practiſed this Art, in its higheſt Perfec- 
Ian: And ſuch Fraud, Pormality, and Hypo- 
/, as I have ſeen, and found, in ſome Per- 
Ins rigid in their Faith, has far out-werghed the 
| Piquity of their bad Neighbours, who have had 
de Misfortune to be ſometimes under the Re- 
raints of Conſcience, and the Fear of God: 
Ind yet theſe wor/? of Wretches depend entirely 
Chriſt's Merits, and profane his holy Name 
of © l; fith their Mouths, Morning, Noon, and Even- 
ini. Indeed, they have, and are reſolved to 
Ee, 20 Merits of 3 own But in what fort 
Me FFeverence does that Man hold the Blood Of 
ir ou * who will apply it to them for Salvation? 
Leer my Part, I think the leaſt Drop of it by 
je r too precious, to be laviſhed away on ſuch 
ANretches as theſe. It is well, if hereafter, 
s ehen they may be warnly erhecking to be 


Jo afted by Angels to the Poſſeſſion of a never- 
d thiſeding Crown, they may not (when Death un- 
dos ; the Curtain) find a quite different Per- 
fit abnage in Waiting, inveſted with fall Power 


d Reſolution to bear them Company, and 
Wonduct them to a more. ſuitable Habitation,  _ 
whidY 1 had once the Opportunity toſpend an Even- 
Sas with a Gentleman of this Principle, who 
ediatt ſpoke 

0 | 
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ſpoke and reaſoned very freely on this Sub eq 
One Thing he imparted to me, which I ſhi 
not haſtily forget, viz. that the eternal Stu 
of all Mankind were 2 determined, or decrel 
from all Eternity; that God, for the ſake oi 
the Merits of his Son, and in virtue of a cM 
tain Covenant, would bring the Elect fate till 
Glory, where their Happineſs ſhould be 1M 
Moment increaſing; the Damned on the con, 
trary, being bound under Chains of everlaſtin 
Darkneſs andPerdition, would not only, in ſpighi 
of all their % Endeavours to be virtuous, 
caſt into the Lake that burns with Fire and 
Brimſtone, but that (the merciful) God would 
be every Moment continually, throughout th: 
endleſs Ages of Eternity, incregſing and aggrcWrring 
vating their Torments, ppear, 


Theſe were the Sentiments of a und Elie. N. a/ 
tioniſt, freely expreſs'd ; and they are to be ſut I Theit 
natural enough, on ſuch Principles of a4/c/u:Þ muct 
Sovereignty, as ſome of them hold. Here Lan- Nis not 
guage muſt fail of Deſcription, and tis out aft the: 


the Power of Words to paint ſuch a Doctrine Þ ſhew 


fully in its genuine Horrors and Terrors. There einge 
cannot ſurely be any thing baſe, wicked, or de- Nral Te 
teftable in Hell, or upon Earth, which ſuch a Nſtorica 


bleſſed Principle as this is not capable of at- ¶ ſome 
chieving : Certainly theSentence of Go ye Curſed, The. 
muſt be infinitely more ſuitable to ſuch 5% be- N Rei; 
mous abandoned Wretches, than to Infants nt Cha: 
a Span long; which ſome of the Men, zealous em, r 
for Election, will tell you, are now broiling in Pution 
Hell- Flamen. And he, who can believe the 

F 
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D-ity capable to deal after this cruel and ſy- 
B8&-:cal Manner, with innocent Creatures, of 
ene and delicate Senſations, can never, as 
{Opportunity offers, be ſuppoſed backward in 
hc Cauſe of Perſecution; all they can do, being 
thing in compariſon to what they believe and 
rm God to be continually engaged in: And 
Bhat can be more reaſonable than a zealous 
:1tation of the Sovereign Lord of all, whoſe 
Lourites, theſe (at beſt) poor deluded Crea- 
es fondly imagine themſelves, againſt all 


/n, Piety, and common Senſe, to be? 

be 1 have allowed, and I again confeſs the ſame, 
nat many Perſons, who hold the Doctrine of 
ul ection, Cc. are of unblemiſh'd Piety and 


orals ; but then it ariſes from other kind con- 
. Hrring Cauſes; and I fear it might, on Trial, 
ppear, that even the be/? of them do not rightly 
u what Spirit they are of. | 

Their Doctrines indeed have never yet had 
much Power as might be plegſing to ſome: 

Js not very long ſince they were coed; and 
t they have taſted too of Power ſufficient, 

ſhew the World that I have not been tra- 
Icing or miſrepreſenting, but /hewing the na- 
- Wal Tendency of their Doctrines. A little 
ſtorical Account may perhaps be very acceptable 
- Þ ſome Readers. 

The Men of this Principle were oppreſſed, in 
- WE Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and in the Time 
| Charles I. alſo, in whoſe Reign ſome of 
Em, not liking to endure Hardſhips or Per- 
Putions here, fled away abroad into New Eng- 
d * | land; 


. 
and; while in the mean time, or ſoon ae 
Affairs l in England took a turn in their Farad 
their Principles ſeemed, to be aſcending if 
Scale of temporal Porter, and a Synod fat at 
minſter, 'whete the Aſſemblies Catechiſm w 
compiled, and received the Sanction of f 
Me mifters. How did the Men of Election 
Joice in this bleſſed Opportunity of promug 
ting their Faith; with what Zeal and Earnd 
neſs of Soul did they adreſs the Men then! 
Power, utterly to extirpate Hereſy ; to give 
Licence or Encouragement to heterodox Sent 
ments! Tis well known to thoſe who 1 
verſed in the Hiſtory of thoſe Times, thought, 
Power of the Independency was but youn 
(and *twas well for England it expired ini 
Cradle) what Attempts there were made 
ſuppreſs Liberty, ' what rigid Inſtruments dra 
up, Inſtruments that made it . Baniſhment, 
not Death, to © deny the Doctrines of 
Trinity, Original Sin,” Cc. And where, thi 
you, had they continued much longer in Pot 
would this rigid Spirit have extended its 0 
dinances? It might have been made Crimiſ imated 
to have at any Time been abſent from the fu mpared 
lick Worſhip, or to have taken an innoo ward P, 
Tour into the Fields, for freſh Air and Healy they 
on a Sunday, *Tis certain there are ſome Miel Lav 
ſons ſo amazingly attach'd to the mereCeremo ndage; 
of a Sabbath, as to ſcruple exchanging on He: ; 
Day a ſingle Word about Temporals; but | 
them a Viſit on a Monday Morning, and pt 


* you will find them full as wiſe, * 
ext 
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arous in their Generation, as ever were the 
udren of this znſanctiſied World. But to re- 
Wn; while this People of God were thus 
ployed af home, their Brethren, who had 
abroad, were not idle and inactive in their 
ations: A new Hereſy, which had firſt ſprung 
in Old England, and was then nick-named, 
d is now known by the Term of Qyakeri/m, 
ead itſelf by Degrees far and wide, till 
ae of its Teachers and Profeſſors happened, 
the Courſe of their Zeal and Travels, to 
e New England in their Way; where, find- 
p the Independency in full Power, and be- 
ving their Doctrines of Religion * to be in 
emſelves evil and beterodox, they preached to 
em, boldly, the gracious and free Goſpel of 
riſt; but what they ſuffered for this would 
„and perhaps has filled Volumes. Cruel 
hippings and Impriſonments were their firſt 
lethods uſed to ſuppreſs this Hereſy ; next 
ne Cutting off of Ears; then I think Con- 
ation of Goods, and Baniſhment upon Pain of 
ah, ſhould they return: But as nothing 
ld ſtop the Torrent of Zeal, which then 
mated the Qyakers, Death to them, when 
mpared with the D:/charge of their Duty, and 
ward Peace of Mind, was nothing at all 
d they returned again, notwithſtanding that 
ul Law of Baniſhment, and its grim Ap- 
ndage; and Death accordingly became their 
t; And in ſuch a manner did theſe Heroes 
ne Quakers had many of them been of the fame Prin- 

le, before they embraced Zuakeri/m. 
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quit the Stage of Mortality, ' that 'twas hard 
afcertain which exceeded; the harden'd 1 | 
helliſh Cruelty of theſe Perſecutors, or the i 5 


To con- 
5 too mu 
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hers Cota; Meekneſs, and Conſtaney, | 
yielding up their Lives. Four were in fag 
to death by the common Hangman; many min 


Love, t 
either under, or expecting to receive the rer af 
Sentence. Here, or about this Criſis, the ge blem, 
ſtoration in England happily interfered. Kin nal, 1 
Charles II. a Prince of a mild Diſpoſition, vl od of 
ſpeedily and earneſtly applied to, and he imme bit, y 
diately put a Stop to their Progreſs. The en 
Behaviour was more like an Irruption of Dz aven, 
mons from the bottomleſs Pit, to ravage th :... dif 
Creation, than the meek and gentle Proceed... 
ings of the choſen Children of the Prince of Lon Many 
and Peace. However, though no Power o ong the 
Earth interfered to call them to an Account HP 
the Divine Vengeance, if Hiſtory ſays true, ſe "FE 
on many, or moſt of theſe boy Perſecutors, ff ers, W 
a molt amazing and terrible Manner, Fe. havet 

| Theſe have hitherto been the Fruits of thei ee 
Doctrines, when in Power; and will, its to þ id Af 
feared, be the natural, if not inevitable Retul phone 
of ſuch Principles, exalted into the Seat « mptom 
worldly So ereignty. And here, though I . 5 0 

cerely rejoice that tis in my Power to oN R rine, 
TuT ATR my Friends of this Principle, upo f r . 
the Religious Liberty, which they in comma ; © 4 
with others enjoy, under this mild and glono, os x 
Adminiſtration of civil Government; pet went h as 
humbly hope the ever kind and watchful Pn Infants 
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rintend temporal Affairs for our Good, as 
eep for ever Principles, that lead to Per/e- 
WL, far away from the Throne. 
roconclude, Tho' it is poſſible ſome may 
too much incenſed, reſolved, and obſtinate, 
give me a candid Hearing, yet I intreat them, 
Love, to ſift, inſpect, and re-examine their 
arter afreſh ; for tho', as it gives Preference 
them, and eſtabliſhes their Happineſs in an 
nal, unalterable Decree, ſealed with the 
pod of Jeſus, they may be backward to fart 
bit, yet it is poſſible, they have all along 
taken a Counterfeit for the Great Seal of 
aven, and that Chriſt's Blood was ſhed for 
nuite different Purpoſe, the Salvation of all 
en. | 
Many who had reccived their Education 
ong them, and embraced their uſual ab/c/ute 
ſurance of Happineſs, have afterwards for- 
en and condemned the Doctrine; while 
ers, who have led a wicked and diſſolute 
Fe, have been too ſure of theirSeal of Salvation: 
that neither is their boaſted Pledge, or in- 
Id Aſſurance, to be ſafely relied on, or 
ickedneſs to be deemed a bad, or mortal 
mptom: He that has Grace may fall away, 
| d he who has it not, but believes fully the 
octrine, need be in no Concern about him- 
but take the utmoſt Swing and Latitude 
ul his Actions, being fully perſuaded that 
0d can as effectually call him IN at the 
wenth as at the Firſt Hour of the Day. If 
Infants born of Elect Parents were to be 
N-2 exchanged 
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exchanged for ten Mahometan Babes, the ; 4 
mer, I ſuppoſe, would make faithful Mu 
men, and the other, the choſen Seed of | 0 


Lord: 80 that, it is probable, their inward 
ſurance of Election is much more indebuill 
the early Impreſſions of Education, than toy 
Divine Decree. We are told, the Divine! 
once broke, Divine Juſtice is not obliged toe 
tend a Pardon to any fingle Soul: But, I fg 
theſe Gentlemen forget there is appertaining 
Deity, a certain Thing called Mercy, altoy 
ther as eſſential to his Nature and Being x 
Juſtice itſelf. And as a Perſon offendins M 
gainſt the Divine Law is an Object of Puni 
ment, unleſs he repent and amend, fo (in ma 
Inſtances) if he does repent and amend, he þ 
comes then as much an Object of the Div 
Mercy as he was before of the Divine Diſple 
ſure: And ſuch is the Rectitude of the Di 
Being, that Mercy as well as Juſtice will hx 
its Way, where the Objects ſuiting that bleſk 
Attribute preſent themſelves. 


ceives his Creatures to freſh Favour, on t 
Terms of Repentance and Amendment, wit! 


put ſaving any one arbitrarily, while this gin 


Licence to Sin; ſo, on the other hand, to tu 


a deaf Ear to the Cries, or even the Caſe of th 


Afflicted, in the ſame Situation by Nature,! 
thoſe who are ſaved arbitrarily, looks with 


very ill and black Aſpect upon Mr. Wilſn 


Pon of the Appeaſableneſs of the Deity. 
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However, if the Truth is with ther, 
e earneſtly to percerve and embrace it; 
the contrary, ſhe is pleaſed to ſmilc . 
W-:J:ovours, in ſupport of her Cauſe; 1t | 
een ſucceeded ſo far, as to cauſe ſome 70 f- 
ole they are in the wrong, let them follow the 
arch with an unreſtrained Ardour, become- 

g the great Importance of the Enquiry ; and 
{Wt neither Power nor Policy deter them from 
Wis Duty. I aſſure them, that to their hig het 
eat my future beſt Services, in this Way, 


ball always be humbly and chearfully devoted. 
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Page 2. line 17. for contradi&ing, read contradidting it. 

Wee 22. line 32. for are, read and. Page 57. line 6. leave 

W: 4:3 line 8. for / on the other hand, read becauſe, Page 
for or, read and. | 
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